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     It’s hard to come up with the 
words to express my feelings and 
opinion of the worlds current situ-
ation regarding the covid19 pan-
demic.  It’s hard to swallow the 
past months dire situation,  world 
wide pandemic, and government 
order of social distancing.  The 
hardest part is trying to decipher 
all the information available 
whether it’s factual or fiction. There is literature sup-
porting what ever you want to believe. I know that faith, 
hope, and love are the true fighters of this evil disease.  
     As president of the Oklahoma Selfbow Society you 
don’t really think about how you would respond to 
something like covid-19. Safety was the main reason 
behind the cancellation of Ojam. I held out as long as I 
could as this thing was developing. I can say that it 
was the right decision, and I can sleep better at night 
knowing that my OSS family did not get sick at OJAM.  
     The unknown of what tomorrow brings and when 
we can return to some sort of normalcy has the Board 

President — Jason Grace 

of Directors watching and gathering information to 
make the best decisions regarding when we can gath-
er again and celebrate primitive archery.  
 Currently our plan is to continue with our June 
members rendezvous and Knapp in. This is planned 
for June 19-21 at the Rutter farm.  If held, this is where 
you can come pick up your Ojam merchandise that 
you ordered.  So pay attention to Facebook, our web-
site, and your email for updates on this event. This is 
also, if allowed, when the Oklahoma Selfbow champi-
onship will be held. 
    The Oklahoma Selfbow Society is a 501(c) 3 non-
profit organization. Our main source of revenue comes 
from membership.  The money from your payed mem-
bership is what allows us to have the funding to hold 
and pay for events like Ojam, the members rendez-
vous, the banquet, the rattan bow give aways, and oth-
er events.  We also do other fundraising during our 
events but if you don’t have the event people cannot 
participate. So if you haven’t renewed your member-
ship because there was no Ojam please go online to 
okselfbow.com and do so.  
   In times like these you must seek and find the posi-
tivity of the situation.  For myself I have been able to 
spend more quality time with my family, we cook and 
eat at home more, and we have been able to do some 
much needed home remodels my wife has had on her 
list. I have seen lots of folks building bows and sharing 
them on Facebook and those are always incredible to 
see.  Oh, and of course, I’ve slipped some fishing and 
mushroom hunting in. I miss my OSS family and look 
forward to seeing you all hopefully soon. 
      I leave you with this to think about and ponder.  In 
our forefathers Declaration of Independence written in 
1776 there is a phrase that says “that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with 
certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty, and the Pursuit of Happiness” 
These are unprecedented times and we the people are 
the greatest assembly and asset to our great country.  
 

 Jason 
Vice President Report — Conrad Kleinholz 
      Things change. Sometimes 
quickly, and we get blindsided. 
Who would have guessed in 
February that we would be 
‘sheltering in place’ in April? 
When we decided to postpone 
OJAM, I thought we were overly 
cautious. Now we are trying to 
find a way to distribute hats, 
shirts and hoodies, and give 
away the trees we ordered for all the members. That is 
an admission there may not be an event at all this 
year.  
     In the midst of all the information with which we are 
bombarded, be assured we will get through this. I pro-
pose we approach this virus from a different perspec-
tive. Since it is a disease new to humans, we don’t 

know much about it, and there is no proven protocol 
for successful treatment. We are bombarded daily 
about modes of transmission and defensive measures 
we can/should adopt. I suggest we assume we will get 
the virus. If we make that admission, our focus chang-
es. Instead of hiding, let’s go on the offensive. If we 
know we are going to get a disease, our strategy 
should be finding ways to recover. That in mind, now is 
the perfect time to prepare to follow Jason to 14,000 ft 
to chase elk for ten days. Quit smoking, eat better 
food, reduce alcohol intake, and most important, exer-
cise regularly. Be as strong as you can. Almost all seri-
ous illness and fatalities from Covid19 have been peo-
ple with preexisting conditions that reduced the effi-
ciency of their immune systems. 
     At some point we will return to some normal. I look 
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     As I sit back and think about the past three months 
it has been one crazy ride, and it seems to be just 
starting. Let’s start with the banquet. First thanks to 
Mike Yancey of Pine Hollow Longbows for speaking 

this year. I’ve had an 
interest in hunting 
the dark continent for 
years but had never 
really investigated it 
too much. I first got 
the bug 15-20 years 
ago after reading an 
article the Bowhunter 
Magazine where it 
talked about an Alas-
kan moose/caribou 

hunt vs five or six animals in Africa. The cost was virtu-
ally the same. Maybe someday I can make the trip. 
Secondly, thank you to all who donated items to the 
auction and drawings as well as those who spent their 
hard-earned money. Fortunately, these funds will help 
us keep OSS going during this difficult time.  
Lastly, thanks to the Board and all who helped plan 
and make this another successful event. It still amazes 
me how this organization has grown during the past 16 
years.  

     Congratulations are in order for Danae and Parker 
Inglee for recognition as our volunteer of the year 

award. Also, congratulations to Rick Myers for his 
recognition as a Master Bowyer. Rick is well deserved 

of this honor not only for his exceptional craftmanship 
but for his passion about sharing his knowledge and 
passing on our mission.  Each year the Society awards 
the Ed Rutter Scholarship.  This years winner was Elis-

abeth Salyer.  The 2019 honoree Maryann Heffley also 
was recognized at the banquet.  Last but certainly not 
least congratulations to 
Rodney Wilson for his in-
duction into our hall of 
fame. I’ve known Rodney 
for many years, shared 
bear camp with him and 
consider him a great 
friend. Rodney has shared 
our passion and promoted 
OSS for several years. 
Please join me in congratulating each of these people 
on their recognition. 

     The tables were 
turn on us when 
Alden Inglee pre-
sented the Society 
with a Thank You 
certificate from the 
Tulsa Boys Home.  
You may remember 
that OSS members 
taught a rattan bow 

building class for the boys at the home. 
     Going on in parallel with the banquet planning was 
planning for OJAM XVI. I personally wish to thank 
John McAdoo for his assistance with the vendors as 
well as Monte Hawkins, my co-event coordinator. With-
out the Boy Scouts preparing food this year, we had a 
void. We scheduled two different food trucks to serve 
us for the entire event. Both had great menus and 
comparable pricing to the scouts. We also had 30 ven-
dors planning to come from Michigan, Tennessee, Mis-
sissippi, Colorado, Kansas, Texas and, of course, Ok-
lahoma. Hopefully each of these will be able to join us 

(Continued on page 4) 

Event Coordinator — Tommy Leach 

forward to seeing all of you when that happens. In the 
meantime, go find some mushrooms, catch a few fish, 
and chase a turkey. Tell me all about it when we get 
together. 
 

Conrad 

(Continued from page 2)  

Find us online at https://
www.okselfbow.com/ or on 
Facebook Oklahoma Self-
bow Society - OJAM. 
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     Hello everyone, I hope everyone is in good health 
and safe with all that is going on this year . 
     Postponing OJAM was a tough decision to make 
but the safety of our members comes first, I know eve-
ryone was geared up and ether on their way or getting 
ready to hit the road when the news came. Maybe this 
will pass and we can get back to normal soon. 
     Even though they consider us essential workers 
where I work and are trying to carry on business as 
usual, I have decided to take some time off and dis-
tance myself from others, I am still on call if needed.  
    With the wet weather we have this year we are hav-
ing a great morel mushroom season, it started about 
two weeks early this year and I am taking advantage of 
it. I have been in the woods every day and finding 

them. I have also got my 
eyes on a big old tom 
turkey that is on the 
place I deer hunt. The 
turkeys roost over a 
creek crossing the land. 
 I have been 
asked by several people 
if these cold fronts and 
light freezes will effect 
the morels. The freeze 

and frosts will get the ones that are already up, but the 
cold will help slow the ground from warming up and 
extend our morel season. 

The biggest problem I have had this year, besides the 
ticks, is all the water we have had. Several of my good 
spots have standing 
water now. If it stays 
under water too long 
it could drown out 
the morels. If this 
happens, it could 
take up to five years 
for them to recover 
in those areas. 
     The spots that 
are producing good 
right now in my area are those that receive sunlight in 
the mornings and evenings. They are doing good un-
der the cedars and around the oaks and ash trees 
right now.  
     I hope everyone 
has a chance to get 
out and get some 
fresh air and maybe 
bag a turkey or go 
fishing. 
 

Billy 

Quartermaster — Billy Moore 

     Greetings from the Northeastern portion of the 
state! I want to first make a brief introduction to those 
whose acquaintance I have yet to make. I have had 
the pleasure of getting to know many of you over the 
five years I’ve been a part of this group and there may 
be half as many that I’ve met whose names I’ve 
promptly forgotten. Having accepted a role of responsi-
bility within the society, I’ll endeavor to shake more of 
those hands that I haven’t yet—when it is medically 
advisable. 
     A bit about me: I am 27 y/o. This summer, I’ll have 
been married to my wife, Danae, for seven of those. 
We have two young boys, Caleb (4) and Benaiah (1) 
that keep us plenty busy. I am an engineer in the aero-
space manufacturing industry here in the Tulsa area. 

My profession allows me the very occasional insight 
into structural consideration in bow building as well as 
marginal propensity for numerical reasoning. The latter 
of which, coupled with willingness to serve, has afford-
ed me the opportunity to hold the position of Treasurer. 
I look forward to working with the leaders of OSS, titled 
and otherwise. May we be granted the strength to rise 
to the challenge that 2020 is turning out to be. 
     As we wade through the surrealism of our circum-
stances, I hope everyone is doing well and is healthy. 
While as I write this, I am disappointed to not be on the 
Rutter Farm laying out a bow, tying a string, or making 
a band saw run for my bow camp, I find myself with no 
regret over the decision to postpone. We chose the 

(Continued on page 5) 

Treasurer — Parker Inglee 

once we reschedule.  
     Speaking of rescheduling. I know this is on every-
one’s mind. We are looking at extending the Summer 
Rendezvous and making it OJAM. However, it is too 
early in this coronavirus situation to make firm plans. 
As decisions are made, we will communicate through 
mass emails, the website and Facebook.  
     This situation hit close to home last week as one of 
my team members lost his mother to the virus and his 
stepfather was hospitalized. My work team and I have 
been working remotely for over a week now and are 
expecting to do so through April. Our company is in 
planning stages to sequester teams onsite for three-

week periods if things don’t begin improving. Hopefully 
the diagnosed cases will begin to flatten out and turn 
downward so this isn’t necessary. I know these are 
difficult times for everyone. Each of you are in my 
prayers. Stay 
safe and I 
hope to see 
you soon.  
 

Tommy 
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more difficult path to take. The ball was rolling for 
OJAM and it would have been easier to go through 
with the event. Folks from in-state and out-of-state 
homes were gearing up or already on their way. Finan-
cial decisions had already been made by the society, 
by businesses, and by individuals to make the jambo-
ree what it is every year: a place to join with bowyers, 
men and women of faith, like-minded individuals, and 
those who fall under no such category but somehow 
still fall under the allure of yellow dust and bending 
wood. The harder option was chosen for the sake of 
members’ health and I am proud of that choice. 
     Equally, I am proud of the overwhelmingly support-
ive and positive response that came from my brothers 
and sisters of the bow. To those who disagreed with 
the decision, you have every right to feel frustration 
about the situation. I feel it too, to a greater or lesser 
degree. I’d be lying if I said I felt contentment in the 
costs (financial and otherwise) of the initial postpone-
ment and anxiety for those that have yet to reveal 
themselves. However, it is only a postponement and, 
while that doesn’t minimize the amount of effort it will 

      Time flies when you’re having a good time.  On the 
other hand, when your movements grind to a halt, 
  as they have for most Americans here lately, the old 
timepiece slows way down. To amuse ourselves 
OSSmembers can always take that stave we've been 
saving and start knocking out a bow. Time goes much 
faster when you're working on a piece of Osage. 
     I've grown accustomed to daily corona updates.  It 
is going to take many lives and a lot of effort on our 
part to defeat this awful virus.  Even though we don't 
like it, we best follow he CDC's advice and stay put. 
     I broke out a BOD stave and have a bow going.  It'll 
be 51 inches nock to nock. I left two rings of sapwood 
on the back.  It has a sizeable knot on the bottom limb. 
Think it'll go to a friend that was going to come to his 
first OJam this year. I do think the Board made the 
proper call on postponing it till later. As badly as we al 
wanted it to go on, if it had resulted in folks getting sick 

 Non-Resident Representative — Ralph Renfro 
and maybe someone dying, we would have always 
been sorry.  So, a tip of the Fedora to Jason and the 
rest of the BOD. 
     I now see that several members are regularly pick-
ing sacks of Morels.  Just one more thing that I've 
been robbed of. Hunting sheds, morels and scouting 
for Turkeys has always been a favorite Spring pastime. 
I'm simply unable to walk through the woods and cover 
enough ground to do any good. I 
don't have a three-wheeler or four 
wheeler to utilize. 
     Well I'd better close and get this 
to Leo.   STAY SAFE MY FREINDS 
and hopefully we'll have this behind 
us in time for a reunion in June! 
 

Ralph 

take to right everything that was simultaneously un-
done, it gives hope that we can give it another go and 
be better off for it. 
     Our mission statement is to “Preserve the Heritage 
of Primitive Archery” and, to me, valuing life permeates 
that mission. Value for life is what brings that barely-
perceptible prayer to the lips of the hunter that looses 
an arrow in hopes of a swift and painless death of his 
quarry. Value for life is what complicates explaining 
that to my 4-year-old. Value for life is what brings me 
to teach him weapon safety and skills that will fill his 
freezer one day (Perhaps before a pandemic strikes). 
If not for him –  for all 
our progeny – who is it 
that we preserve this 
heritage for, exactly? 
 
Keep your feathers dry! 
 

Parker 

      In late 2013, Tommy Leach ask me to run for Soci-
ety Secretary-Treasurer.  Over the past six year the 
Society has grown and with it so did the complexities 
of running the business.  With the support of the Board 
policies were created to keep OSS compliant and pro-
cedures put in place to ensure consistency of how 
events operate.  Since 2014 OSS has acquired insur-
ance, trademarked three logos, enhanced the website, 
opened an online store, added tools, replaced worn 
out 3D targets, and obtained a shipping container for 
equipment storage.  Along the way OSS stayed true to 
the mission of “Preserving the Heritage of Primitive 
Archery”.  It has been an honor to serve as Treasurer 
during this period, but it was time for a change.  
     As the title of my article indicates, I’m not going an-
ywhere as I have agree fill the new non-voting Board 

Media Coordinator — Leo Staples 
position of Media Coordinator.  In this role I will lead a 
committee that is responsible for the newsletter, web-
site, social media, marketing, and publishing.  It should 
be clear by now that our future is online.  Like print and 
telephone calls these are just tools for communicating 
to our members.  At the same time we cannot leave 
out our members who do not utilize social media and 
electronic forms of com-
munications.  Please let 
me know if you have inter-
est in any of these areas 
or ideas to improve our 
communications. 
     Take care, 

Leo 
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Northwest Representative—Mark Mann 
     Once again it is good to correspond with fellow 
bowyers, archers, and outdoor enthusiasts. From the 
heart of the Southern Cheyenne and Arapaho nation, I 
earnestly hope this correspondence finds each of you 
well and in good spirits in spite of recent challenges.  I 
regret that we are unable to ruminate about the great 
times shared at OJAM 16, but brighter days are just 
ahead, and in June we hope to once again lay hold of 
that common thread that bonds us tightly together.  For 
now, the good times of OJAM 16 are yet to be experi-
enced, so perhaps we can simply refer to the non-
event of March 2020 as “NOJAM”. 
     Undoubtedly, we’ve all been shaken to some extent 
by the recent pandemic.  Some are working more, 
some less, and some have even lost the ability to earn 
a wage.  How we visit, communicate, eat, sleep, and 
socialize has all been impacted. Some have lost heavi-
ly owing to recent downturns in the market, or worse, 
failing health, and it seems our news is too heavily fla-
vored with casualty counts and negative speculation.   
In spite of all that challenges us, it’s worth pointing out 
that as bowyers, we’re problem-solvers.  So while 
medical science works to free us from this microbial 
menace, let’s use our wisdom, intuition, and tenacity 
not only in pursuit of a defensive posture, but also to 
keep free our minds and spirits from the fear and op-
pression that comes with these uncertain times.  
     I recall only a few years ago when our area caught 
the wrath of a heavy ice and snow storm. For the dura-
tion, we had no choice but to remain home, off the 
streets, and indoors. We were forced to slow down and 
make the best of a bad situation.  Then, after just 48 
hours, we emerged with a renewed appreciation for 
the richness and fullness of our existence over the vast 
majority of the days that constitute a lifetime. 
     I’d like to share a few observations made over the 
past few weeks that have helped me to keep my focus 
and objectivity:   First, I advised my wife that as a med-
ical professional, I felt I could best formulate an ap-
proach to the impending viral pandemic in a quiet, re-
mote area far removed from family and practice. After 
my wife reluctantly (and cynically) agreed, a friend and 
I traveled to a 12-thousand acre ranch in Kent County, 
Texas rife with rattlesnakes and cactus.  Coincidental-
ly, the area was replete with stone-age artifacts, and 
since we’d heard nothing about the coronavirus harm-
ing anyone of the Paleolithic era, we felt obliged to edi-
fy mind and body by exercising daily about the ancient 
camp sites while contemplating a cure for the COVID-
19 scourge. While nothing really came to mind adding 
to the world’s current understanding of germ theory, 
we did pocket some nice flint artifacts of the Edwards 
chert variety.  Upon returning home three days later, it 
occurred to my wife that constructing and filling four or 
five large, matching, above-ground flower beds is a 
very low-risk activity with respect to viral exposure or 
infection.  Upon completing this task without too many 
identifiable errors, she felt I was entirely qualified to 
construct a full-size wishing well with surrounding land-
scaping. She assured me that building this on our va-

cant lot west of the house was one of the CDC’s ap-
proved, risk-free activities. Likewise, she assured me 
that the planting of 25 Caddo sugar maple and bald 
cypress trees on our property conferred no particular 
risk apart from that of the orthopedic variety, provided I 
didn’t leave for lunch.  Just two weeks ago, a large 
swarm of bees congregating in the top of my pear tree 
assured me that if I chose to make them my own, an N
-95 mask wouldn’t be necessary (I did choose to slide 
into my bee suite to mitigate other risks inherent in bee 
wrangling).  Then, a good friend pointed out to me that 
a quarter-section of land he managed north of town 
was being overrun with wild hogs. My friend went on to 
suggest that involvement in a feral hog eradication pro-
ject would be a wholesome father-son activity, and 
perhaps we should get engaged immediately as the 
hogs had worked their way up to the back porch of the 
farm hose located on that tract of land.  While no for-
mal documentation could be produced, he felt strongly 
that this particular sounder was free of disease as 
none of that group of hogs had traveled recently to the 
Hubei province of Central China.  Because his formal 
college education has recently been relegated to “on-
line” classes, my son, Matthew, produced very legiti-
mate-looking documentation suggesting that shopping 
on-line for a new 308-caliber stainless steel rifle would 
be a low-risk activity, and a new firearm with a left-
handed bolt action would be a necessity for efficiently 
and effectively slaying the enlarging pork menace.  
Finally being able to carve out time for a more noble 
pursuit, the new shave horse built from Chris Coff-
man’s plans has just been certified to be virus free, 
and the yellow shavings at my feet reassure me that 
life is good, and the sun continues to rise in the east. 
     In summary, I’ve observed that the world is waking 
up from its winter slumber.  The nectar flow has started 
and my honey supers are already filling. The trees are 
taking on new leaves, and the smell of freshly cut 
grass is a cologne sweater than anything Madison Av-
enue can produce.  And while I don’t wish to make 
light of the pain and loss this pandemic has produced, 
I suggest that we resolve not to allow this viral antago-
nist to completely undermine this wonderful season of 
growth and renewal.  
     Regardless of how 
you confront the chal-
lenges inherent in the 
current pandemic, stay 
above the cynicism and 
hysteria so commonly 
found with each serving 
of the daily news. Stay 
positive, stay healthy, 
and until we talk again, 
     Until then, bow up 
and bear down!      

Mark 
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     Sheltering at home has given all of us a little more 
personal time. I am using mine for a couple of pet pro-
jects. I have given static recurves during the last two 
bow trades, and now I have the time to build one for 
me. I chose a stave that had visible borer damage on 
the surface. As I roughed it out I found it had five holes 
that went all the way through the stave. One was close 
to edge of a limb and all of them were in the working 
portion of the bow. So, I borrowed a technique from 
Dean Torges and added some plugs from dogwood 
arrow pieces. The stave was floor tillered, steamed 
and put on the caul for reflexing and the tips were re-
flexed. 

So far, I have the plugs sanded smooth to the surface 
and the tips prepped for overlays. By the time we see 
each other again it should be shooting. 
     My other project is a dozen arrows. As always, 
there are some that are a challenge because I did a 
poor job of selection in the field and they have some 
severe crooks that once would have turned them into 
tomato stakes. A couple years ago I watched a You 
Tube video of a Korean arrow smith making bamboo 
arrows. He had a straightening tool that I copied 
(poorly) and tested 
with one of the 
crooked ones in this 
last batch. It’s just a 
piece of blackjack 
oak with an open-
sided hole in one 
side of the piece. 
I used this little gem on the shaft shown in the next few 
shots. The bad spot is outlined in pencil between inch-

es 10 and 16 in the photos. The second photo is after 

the initial straightening, and the third shows the final 

shaft. The double bends as shown between inches 10 
and 12 in the first photo are not amenable to  straight-
ening by hand. I also made a couple of other changes 
to my technique when the straightening tool is neces-
sary. On earlier, unsuccessful attempts at these se-
vere bends I could correct one bend, but not two that 
were adjacent. The tool enabled me to exert pressure 
in smaller areas than possible by hand. I also changed 
the way I heated the wood. When I tried to straighten 
them solely by hand, I heated the shaft for 60 to 90 
seconds. If I heated it longer, the area to the right of 
the 12-inch mark would not bend without the area be-
tween 10 and 12 bending because of the smaller shaft 
diameter at 10. With the straightening tool I heat the 
shaft for between 2 and 3 minutes, but at a slower 
rate. By holding the shaft farther from the heat gun, I 
can get it hotter in the interior of the shaft to make it 
more flexible without making the outside brittle. Now I 
can exert more pressure in a smaller area without 
causing the shaft to crack. The next photo shows the 
shaft among a group that are ready for finish and 
fletching. They have now been dyed and finished with 
wipe on polyurethane and are being fletched. The real-
ly crooked one is still a little ugly, but I will have a re-
port on its performance by the next time we are togeth-
er. 
     I also want 
to give credit 
to Monty 
Hawkins and 
Zach Smith. 
They both 
asked some 
time ago if it 
would dam-
age dogwood 
to strip it immediately as is done with whitewood bow 
staves. I didn’t know, but I suspected it would be okay 
because of the small and interlocking fibers of this ma-
terial. I sat with Zach at the Backwoods Show and he 
brought some shafts that he had stripped immediately. 
His is shown in the last photo between two that I air 

dried for several 
months before 
stripping. Zach’s 
recommendation 
is to cut the ends 
of the shaft at a 
diagonal to pre-
vent end check-
ing. It appears 
we have more 
viable options for 

making arrows from this stuff. 
     I think his are straighter than mine, too. By the next 
time we are together, I will have all of them ready for 
test firing in your bows.  
     Be safe until then. 
 

Conrad 

Wormy Bows and Crooked Arrows by Conrad Kleinholz 
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     Most relatively new self-
bowyers are so excited to final-
ly get their bow tillered that 
they kind of jump past the fin-
ishing of the handle.  If you 
have shot enough selfbows, 
you know that every once in a 
while, a bow comes along that 
just hits where you are looking.  
It’s a “meat maker”.  Probably 
not the fastest either, but it just shoots right.  Think 
about those very few bows for a minute, and I bet you 
can’t tell me why it shot as well as it did.  Did you no-
tice that the next guy might not have thought it shot 
very well at all, yet the one he liked didn’t shoot well for 
you?  The bow was the same, but the difference was 
how the handle fit your hand.  Since everyone’s hands 
are different, the bow will fit differently (aka shoot dif-
ferently) from one shooter to the next. 
     What makes a good handle design?  The answer 
depends on who is shooting it.  If you make a bow that 
is tillered properly yet it still wants to turn in your hand 
when you shoot it, or kicks out at the bottom or at the 
top, that handle is not right for you.  If it makes part of 
your hand hurt when shooting it, it is not right for you.  
You get the idea.  
     Even though we finish the handle towards the end 
of the tillering process, you have to know ahead of 
time how you will design the handle.  If you want a 
longer top limb, you have to shift the handle down-
wards in your stave.  How far depends on how much 
longer you want the upper limb.  If you want a 10” non-
bending handle, you need to know that before you cut 
out your bow.  I’m not saying this is set in stone, but 
you will be way ahead of the game knowing what you 
want to end up with before you cut out your profile.  
Sometimes we have to modify our handle to accom-
modate the bow we are building.  A good example of 
this;  You cut a bow out at 64” tip-to-tip and only 1 ¼” 
wide, but you have to get to 60 lbs at a 30” draw.  I’m 
not saying that isn’t possible with a 10” stiff handle 
section, but there will be no room for error in your tiller-
ing and no tolerance for faults in the wood.  So, in this 
case, I would simply make the bow bend in the handle 
some, or a lot depending on other factors.  My point is, 
you can modify the handle to allow you to get a bow 
out of a piece of wood that otherwise wouldn’t work. 
     Let’s talk about cutting a shelf into your handle.  I’m 
not trying to step on anyone’s toes here, but a shelf cut 
into your handle is a carryover from perfectly symmet-
rical, center-shot, recurve bows with really deep risers.  
It’s not a sin, and in fact is very desirable in glass 
bows,  but it is asking for trouble in a selfbow.  Many 
times a handle will split out where the shelf was cut in.  
Does it happen all the time?  Nope.  Does it happen 
often?  Yep.  I have had a few people tell me, “I always 
cut a shelf in and I’ve never had a problem”.  I always 
answer with a famous Will Rogers quote, “The success 
of a rain dance has a lot to do with timing!”  I usually 
just slap on a built up leather rest or a floppy rest onto 

a handle that has been gradually necked down where 
the arrow will rest. 
     I am a big fan of the style of bow that Dean Torges 
built.  A bow where the handle is bulbous so that it fills 
my hand if I grip it from the side.  I don’t heel my bows 
so this style works great for me.  I will not go into the 
dimension of every possible handle  dimension, but I 
will go over the handles I build into my bows.  I like an 
8-10 inch handle that is somewhat rigid in the middle, 
but starts to gradually flex as you move away from the 
handle.  I can usually detect some movement about 4-
5” out from the center of my handle as I fully draw the 
bow.  I have found that the easiest way for me to ac-
complish this is to draw specific dimensions out for the 
handle and then cut that out with a band saw leaving 
the lines on the handle.  As I get close to finishing the 
tiller, I start blending the handle into the limbs using my 
rasp.  At the same time , I am rounding off the corners 
throughout the handle and heading toward that bulb-
ous feel that  I want.  I have found that if I do this dur-
ing the final tillering (and not after), I end up where I 
want without changing final tiller as I complete the han-
dle. 
     This is a hard process to explain, but once you see 
it done, it is actually quite easy to accomplish.  Once I 
am done with my handle, the finished dimensions of 
the handle are just a little smaller than my drawing be-
cause I use my rasp to make it fit my hand.  I also re-
duce it a little more if I know I’m going to wrap leather 
on the handle.  If you don’t do this, your handle will 
“feel” too big once you put the leather on.  I encourage 
you to spend some time on your handles.  Grip them, 
shoot them, and feel for “high spots” or “low spots”.  
Try to see of the handle is making your bow do some-
thing weird when you release the string.  Once it fits 
correctly, go see how much more accurate the bow is 
compared to other bows.  I will leave you with the di-
mensions that I use to cut out my handles as well as 
some finished handle pics. 
 

Rick 

Let’s get a handle on this! By Rick Myers 

Handle Top View 

Handle Side View 
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     Watching his young son learning to crawl over the 
wooden floors of Fort Stockton, Texas, the army officer 
and surgeon, Dr. Benjamin Pope, surely pondered the 
uncertainty of the future of this, his youngest child.  
Learning the details of how a 36 years-old cavalry 
commander and his entire command was lost on the 
field of battle in southeastern Montana Territory, Dr. 
Pope must have certainly contemplated the logic of his 
current career path, especially as it involved his young 
family and their attachment to the remote army garri-
sons of the west.   The harsh and crude environment 
surrounding the lives of Dr. Pope’s young family, and 
the carnage associated with Custer’s loss in late June 
of 1876, makes the irony of his son’s life and work 
even more remarkable.  
     Saxton Temple Pope was born less than nine 
months before the great victory of the combined forces 
of the Lakota, Cheyenne and Arapaho warriors on the 
25th of June, 1876.  Before his 16th birthday, however, 
the series of battles known as “Indian Wars” would 
come to an end with the massacre on the Pine Ridge 
Indian Reservation in southwestern South Dakota 
known as Wounded Knee.  Seeing the rapid evolution 
of small arms and artillery as a young man, one might 
assume that the younger Pope would have grown to 
appreciate the sophistication and superiority of the 
weapons of the United States military as many of the 
small arms developed within the 10-year period follow-
ing Wounded Knee would see service well into the 
World War I era.  At what point then, did this man who 
would later be known as “the father of modern bow 
hunting”, become enamored with the crude weapon 
that had little appreciation or respect in the early 20th 
century? The answer is plainly spelled out in what is 
undoubtedly Pope’s most popular literary work, 
“Hunting with the Bow and Arrow”.  
     Surviving mainly in museums and in the memories 
of a mere handful of graying cavalry men, the bow and 
arrow needed a savior.  Maurice Thompson’s beauti-
fully written “Witchery of Archery”, gave the late Victori-
an-era a civilized glimpse of archery, but the inspiring 
influence of that 1878 literary work was waning.  Ar-
chery, it seemed, had taken its place in history along 
with the lance and saber as an unrefined weapon of 
antiquity. But fate was not yet finished with this classic 
weapon of the ages, as a series of events were set in 
motion involving a handful of men who had no previ-
ous knowledge or familiarity with one another.  This 
cascade of occurrences began near the foothills of 
Lassen Peak in Northern California with the appear-
ance of a Yana native in August of 1911, the very last 
of a tribe believed to be extinct for decades.  The na-
tive who would soon be known to the world as “Ishi”, 
had survived the genocide reigned down on his tribe in 
the latter part of the 19th century, but “civilization” had 
now forced the death song of this once proud tribes-
man.   
     That the lives of these two dissimilar men would 
intersect is not surprising as Saxton Pope had joined 
the faculty of the University of California’s College of 

Medicine in San Francisco.  Coincidentally, the recent-
ly discovered Ishi had been given a job as janitor at the 
museum under the Department of Anthropology at the 
university (in all actuality, the native was probably 
placed there more as a study subject). The museum 
was in close proximity to the medical school—a mixed 
blessing for Ishi as Pope’s friendship seemed to 
breathe new life into the Yani native, but the microbial 
milieu in and around the university hospital would as-
sault and ravage his system in a manner far more 
deadly than this stone-age man could have ever un-
derstood.  
     “Hunting with the Bow and Arrow” is much more 
than a biographical account of Saxton Pope or Ishi. 
The book is also one of instruction on the fabrication of 
the bow and arrow, and the necessary gear used in 
hunting and target shooting. It credits others with their 
connection and promotion of the bow, particularly Wil-
liam “Chief” Compton, an adopted son of the Sioux, 
and rifle and pistol marksman, Arthur Young. In his 
book Pope emphasizes the fairness of the bow with 
respect to taking game, while admonishing against in-
discriminate killing with contemporary firearms. Fur-
ther, and more importantly, Saxton Pope brings credi-
bility to the primitive bow as a formidable hunting im-
plement—a tool for the true sportsman.  At the time of 
Pope’s publication, the use of the bow, especially in 
hunting big game, was virtually unheard of.  Art Young 
would be quoted as saying “At first we archers hunted 
squirrels and rabbits, and the doubters told us we 
could not kill deer.  We killed deer, and they raised the 
ante to bear. Right straight through the list we went 
until we had killed every species of American game 
fairly, including the grizzly bear or our Rockies and the 
brown grizzly of Alaska.” 
     From a van-
tage point nearly 
one hundred 
years since 
Pope’s writing of 
“Hunting with the 
Bow and Arrow” 
we see that this 
important book 
served as a link 
in the chain of continuity—the chain that connects the 
work of Maurice and Will Thompson to the likes of men 
such as Fred Bear, Howard Hill, and Ben Pearson. 
If not already a part of your library, pick up a copy of 
“Hunting with the Bow and Arrow”.  If, like myself, 
you’ve perused its pages for basic instruction and di-
rection, then re-read it with perhaps a new understand-
ing of it author’s past and passions, and in the context 
of the resurrection of an instrument once all but forgot-
ten to the American sportsman.  
   

Mark 

“Hunting with the Bow and Arrows” Revisited by Mark Mann 
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rived, I found that my order included a book titled, “For 
the First Time Bowyer” by Steve Hulsey.   
     Dean’s book is the best book that I’ve read on craft-
ing an Osage bow.  A master woodworker and bowyer, 
Dean takes readers on a journey as he and his friend 
Lew craft bows for Alaskan Caribou hunt.  The book 
covers: 
• Tree selection, harvesting, splitting, and stave cur-

ing 
• Tool selection, care, and usage 
• Stave Drying and steam bending 
• Cabinet scraper sharpening 
• Bow design and layout 
• Tillering 
• Finishing techniques 
     The final chapter covers all aspects of the actual 
hunt and is written such that I felt that I was there with 
them.  In my opinion this is a must read for anyone se-
rious about learning to crafting traditional bows.  
Thanks Tommy, Jason, and Rick for the suggestion. 
     For several years my brother-in-law Steve Bryant 
has wanted to build a bow.  Work and family responsi-
bilities have kept him away from OJAM.  About a year 
ago Steve started renting my parents’ house, which is 
on our farm.   So, he is one of the few people that we 
have spent any time with since the Covid19 Virus out-
break.  After reading the book I told Steve that we 
should build bows together and put in for several of the 
Oklahoma Controlled Hunts.  Of course, at the top of 
our wish list is the McAlester Army Ammunition Plant.  
He agreed and we started planning 
the project.  In coming editions of the 
Drawknife, I will share our story.  To-
gether we hope to craft hunting bows 
that honor Dean Torges and his ef-
forts to educate future generations of 
bowyers. 
 

Leo 

     My name is Leo Staples and I’m 
addicted to Yellow Wood!  I first con-
tracted Yellow Wood Fever at OJAM 
in 2008.  Several weeks prior to the 
event Tommy Leach taught a bow 
building orientation class for the boys 
in my Boy Scout Troop.  I started a 
bow at OJAM that year, but most of 
my time was spent helping the kids.  It 
was just before OJAM 2009 that I 
completed that bow.   
     My time at OJAM 2009 was split between helping in 
a bow camp and cooking with the BSA Troop 275 
Committee.  At the end OJAM Tommy presented me 
with a Red Hat.   While I’ve been at OJAM every year 
since 2008, except for 2009 other duties have kept me 
out of a bow camp.  So, I was really looking forward to 
serving in a camp this year. 
     Since 2009, I’ve read and reread all four volumes of 
The Traditional Bowyer’s Bible and other materials that 
I found online in my attempt to feed my Yellow Wood 
Fever.  I also picked the brains of our Master Bowyers 
and members of the Society as I encounter bow build-
ing challenges.  Along the way I’ve picked up a little bit 
of bow building skills crafting bows of various types 
and wood species.   And yes, I’ve had my share of fail-
ures where I pushed a staved past its limits.   
     For some time, Tommy Leach, Jason Grace, and 
Rick Myers have encouraged me to read, “Hunting the 
Osage Bow” by Dean Torges.  They offered to loan me 
their copy of the book, but I wanted one for my library. 

So, in late February I 
started looking online for 
a copy.  To my amaze-
ment, I found a seller on 
eBay offering the book, 
one of Dean’s Bowyers 
Edge tools, and Dean’s 
video on bamboo 
backed bows for $38.  
When the package ar-

“Hunting the Osage Bow” by Leo Staples 

Handle Wraps by Tommy Leach 
     As I look at the bows over the past several years, 
I’ve seen opportunities for improvement in finish work 
and handle wraps. After spending countless hours 
chasing a ring, tillering and sanding. Then applying tip 
overlays, stains, dyes, skins and finishes it seems 
some shortchange the quality product they produced 
with a less than professional wrap. This is a tutorial on 
how I do handle wraps.  It is not the only way but 
hopefully will give you some ideas.  
     First, let’s look at the tools and materials you will 
need. Leather, preferably in the 5-9 oz range, two 
curved sewing needles, artificial sinew or bow string 
material, contact cement, hole punch, straight edge, 
spacer tool and a marking pen. I use a belt sander for 
most of my skiving work but also have a skiving tool to 
thin the edges. (photo 1) 
     The most common issues I have seen are gaps in 

the seam and pulled out stitching. To start, I select a 
piece of leather approximately five inches square 
(photo 2). This may vary depending on the handle 
style. A straight Hill style handle is easier to fit than 
one with a deep indicating style grip. A bulbous handle 
typically falls somewhere in between these.  
The first measurement is how long will your grip need 
to be, from this measurement I add one inch. If the 
wrap needs to be four inches, then I cut the leather five 
inches. The circumference is typically less than five 
inches, but I like to start with some overlap. Next, we 
need to skive the top of the handle wrap. There are 
good tools you can purchase from your leather supply 
house to help do this. Or you can use a belt sander 
with a rubber belt cleaner (photo 3). Appling pressure 
from the edge down the leather, taper (skive) this ap-

(Continued on page 11) 
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(photo 17). I then go from the top on one side to the 
underneath of the opposite side coming from inside to 
out (photo 18). To keep stitches aligned I go from the 
left side to the right and back to the left. Then take the 
next stitch doing the same. Repeat this process until 
reaching the end where I make a double loop again 
with the tags coming from underneath (photo 19). I tie 
a square knot and run the tag ends up through the 
second or third stitch (photo 20) then trim with a sharp 
knife (photo 21). If you wish you can leave the tags 
long and tie on beads or other decoration. The last 
step is to use a piece of antler or a screwdriver shank 
and burnish the stitching (photo 22). 
     I hope this helps, if you have questions please con-
tact me at stillwaterseflbows@suddenlink.net. 
     Good luck , 

 Tommy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(Continued on page 12) 

proximately one inch (photo 4). It is good to note here 
to practice a little with some leather scraps so you can 
get the feel of how much pressure and how to roll the 
belt cleaner. I will next apply rubber contact cement to 
this skived edge and allow to cure a bit. Then fold over 
the top about 1/2” upon itself (photo 5). I will then 
clamp it between two scrap pieces of wood and allow 
to dry (photo 6). This typically only take about fifteen 
minutes. If you have done this correctly you have a 
nice rolled edge that doesn’t have any lines where the 
leather was too thick (photo 7). Next, we will measure 
four and one-half inches and do the same process. 
Again, once tapered apply the contact cement and 
fold. Now we must be careful as we fold over to keep 
this measurement at four inches to keep the wrap par-
allel. I use a wood block that is four inches wide as one 
of my clamp boards to assure alignment. Once dried it 
is time to test fit on your bow (photo 8). If your leather 
is soft it may stretch enough for a close fit. Check the 
upper and lower edges to assure there are no gaps. If 
there are gaps and your leather won’t stretch to fit, 
then you can take a wet cloth (not dripping) and put 
against the inside of the leather. The leather will soak 
up some of the water, allowing it to be more pliable so 
the gaps can be closed. Once hydrated you can 
stretch the center over a ball or rounded surface.  If 
you must do this then I recommend test fitting the wrap 
and wrapping it with an ace bandage overnight to al-
low the leather to dry some and take the proper shape.  
     Once satisfied with the test fit around the handle, 
making sure there are no gaps on the top and bottom it 
is time trim the seam. You should have one-half to one
-inch extra material on the back of the bow. To make 
this cut I apply contact cement to the inside of the han-
dle wrap and to the bow handle area (photo 9). Allow 
the contact cement nearly dry. Carefully align the wrap 
on the handle. I use a thin piece of shim stock as to 
not cut into the back of the bow when trimming the 
overlap. I also wrap the leather with painters tape to 
keep alignment. (photo 10) Now using a rolling fabric 
cutter or a razor blade cut a straight line through both 
sections of the overlapping leather (photo 11). Make 
sure both edges match and have no gap (photo 12). 
Next, we need to mark the holes for our lacing. I use a 
spacing marker I purchased from a leather supply 
company (photo 13). You can also use a ruler (photo 
14). As shown in photo 15 I have marked each spot to 
punch holes with a silver pen. Keep stitching about 
1/4” from the seam. If using a ruler, I typically space 
stitches 1/4” apart and start 1/8” from the top. You may 
need to adjust this a bit to ensure your last stitch is 
evenly spaced with the first. After both sides are 
marked use a rotary punch to punch your holes (photo 
16). Make sure you keep your holes matched and 
evenly spaced so the lacing looks best.  
     To lace your handle there are several stitching 
styles you can use. My personal preference is the 
baseball style stitch. Other types are and “X” pattern 
and an “X” pattern with a skip between the “X” and 
lastly a loop stitch. To start I do a double loop to start 

(Continued from page 10) 
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Campfire Cooking — K. P. Lehman 
EVER FORGET TO BRING ANYTHING ON A CAMP-
ING TRIP?  I am not real bright, so many times I used 
to forget some things I needed on a camping trip and 
sometimes what I forgot was something reasonably 
important.  So, years ago I started making lists of 
things I needed to take on a camping trip or when I set 
up tree stands, ground blinds, feeders, etc.  The first 
ones left things off but when I got home I got the list 
out and added to it and modified it to make it more 
useful.  I have talked to friends that I camp out with 
and many say they have not made any lists but wish 
they had some, so I thought I would devote this article 
to sharing a couple of mine.  The first one is for camp-
ing out overnight and the second if for setting up tree 
stands, etc.  I eliminated some items that are things 

that probably just I would want to take, that is why 
there are a few blanks in the lists.  Believe me they do 
help.  One time my son and I were headed out to go 
deer hunting and primitive camping and we followed 
the list while loading the pickup.  Every time we loaded 
something i crossed it off the list.  So when we were 
ready to go and were both in 
the pickup, engine running, I 
said “lets take one last look at 
the list to make sure we have 
everything”.  Sure enough, I 
forgot to load the water jugs.  
 

KP 
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     In January 2018, I started looking over my bow 
building tools to see what I would need to hold a class 
at the farm.  Inventorying my equipment, I found that 
only had two drawknives and both were not in the best 
of condition.  I checked pawn shops and antique 
stores for years and never had any luck.  I’ve always 
been a fan of antique drawknives.  I always thought 
that when sharpened properly they cut better than the 
new drawknives that are on the market today.  That is 
until you step up to an Auriou drawknife from Forge de 
Saint Juery forge in St Juery France.  Their 9-inch 
curved drawknife will set you back around $130.  
Some of you may remember seeing these at the 2019 
OJAM.  I haven’t had the pleasure of using one of 
these, but one of my bowyer friends says that it is his 
favorite drawknife.   
     A quick search on eBay and I no found lots of draw-
knife for sale.  Upon closer inspection of the photos 
many of the drawknives where is such poor condition 
that couldn’t be restored.   My first purchase was a 10” 
Greenlee straight blade.  Next, I bought an 8” James 
Swan folding curve blade and a A.J. Wilkinson 9” fold-
ing curve blade.  My last purchase was a group of 
eight drawknives and a 13” wooden spokeshave.  I 
knew from the photo that two of the drawknives were 
junk, but I wasn’t concerned as I only paid $115 for the 
group.  It wasn’t until I 
decided to build one of 
Rick Myers drawknife 
storage racks that I 
count my drawknives.  
Turned out that I have 
13, so for now I don’t 
think I need any more.  
     This article will focus on my restoration efforts on 
the 8” James Swan and the 9” A.J. Wilkinson. 

Other than some surface rust and dirt the Swan looked 
good.  The back of the blade was flat, but upon closer 
inspection the edge of the blade had two small chips.  

You certainly can’t 
work a stave with a 
chipped blade, so I set 
about remove the chips 
and recutting the blade 
angle.  That turned out 
to be more of a chal-
lenge that I would have 
thought as the steel is 

very hard.   I do not recommend using a grinder or 
sander on a drawknife because the heat they produce 
can cause the blade to become brittle.   Using a file, I 
removed metal across the leading edge of the entire 
blade until the chips were no longer visible.  Next I 
used a file and 6” combination whetstone to recut the 
blade angle (approximately 25 degrees).  After honing 

the back flat, I used various grade whetstones to 
sharpen the blade.   
     Turning to the rest of the knife, I removed the sur-
face rust and refinished the handles.  A mixture of bak-
ing soda, commercial strength vinegar (30%), and salt 
make a great rust remover for surface rust.  Just be 
sure to rinse, dry, and oil the metal once it is clean.  

     For history buffs, James Swan 
emigrated from Scotland and 
worked for several other compa-
nies before buying out Oliver 
Annes in 1854 and changing the 
name of the foundry to the James 
Swan Company.  At some point 
he obtained the rights to patent 
#542,721 for the 8-inch drawknife 
with adjustable angles on the 
handles invented by J. G. Young.   
Many consider the Swan compa-
ny and the Stanley Rule & Level 
Co to be the last manufacturers of 
fine edge tools working at the end 
of the classic period of American 
toolmaking.  Various family members continued to run 
the company until 1951.   The Davistown Museum 
website indicates that they recently obtained several 
James Swan tools from a Boston hardware store 
which warehoused its inventory circa 1950. Many of 
these tools were in their original wrapping paper.  I 
think my restored James Swan drawknife looks pretty 
good for something that is between 69 and 125 years 
old. 
     As two of my fingers will attest this knife is sharp.  
Moisture and blade edge damage are the leading 
causes of poor performance.  Again, borrowing from 
Rick Myers I install a piece of Trim-Lok Edge Trim 
(1/8” Edge, 9/16” Leg Length) on all of my non-folding 
drawknifes have A 25’ piece is available at Amazon for 
$26.79.  This is the link to the product https://
www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00NL3YSGK/

ref=ppx_yo_dt_b_asin_title_o00_s00?ie=UTF8&psc=1.  To pre-
vent surface rust caused by moisture from my hands 
and in the air, I wipe down my drawknifes with an oily 
rag after each use.  So far that seems to be working 
well.   
     I’m in the camp of those who prefer a really sharp 
drawknife. So next week, I’m going to have one of my 
unrestored drawknives sharpened by a professional to 
see if he can get a better profile on the edge.  I will let 
you know how that goes.  
     Until then, keep your drawknives in good repair and 
the floor of your work area covered with yellow wood! 

Leo 

Tool Time by Leo Staples 
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The articles and photo in this newsletter are the property of the Oklahoma Selfbow Society and should not be 
reproduce in any form without the written consent of the organization.  All rights reserved. 
 
Should you have questions or would like to submit an article for “The Drawknife” please contact: 
Leo Staples 
331172 E Highway 62 
Harrah, OK 73045 
medica@okselfbow.com or (405)206-4805  

 

The Oklahoma Selfbow Society greatly appreciates the support of our Corporate Spon-

sors and encourage members to remember these businesses when you need the types 
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