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     Time for change? A new year 
always brings with it a sense of 
reflection. It allows us an oppor-
tunity to look back on the past 
year and make changes or adjust-
ments for the next. It gives us an 
ending, or period of time to think 
about what happened during that 
year. More importantly, it is this 
reflection of gazing into the past 
that will allow for positive change for this coming year. 
What can I do differently or what can I tweek to make 
2020 the best year yet? Some people do not like New 
Year’s resolutions. I think any opportunity to set a goal 
to change your life in a positive way is admirable. 
     So what is changing for OSS in 2020?  We, the 
Board of Directors (BOD), had a strategic planning 
meeting this past fall and discussed areas where we 
need to change a few things. We talked about the fu-
ture of OSS and ultimately the continuation of the soci-
ety. The big thing here is transparency and the lack of 
recruitment of new leaders. Who is going to fill our 
shoes? 
     Below are the results of that meeting and the sug-
gested plan.  
1. Reduce the size of the board to 7 members with cer-
tain board members having subcommittees under 
them. Board positions listed below: 

a. President  
b. Vice-President  
c. Secretary  
d. Treasurer  
e. Membership director  
 - regional reps under this person  
f. Event coordinator  
 - sub committee  
g. Quartermaster 

 
2. Have set quarterly meetings and post the dates so 
general membership may attend. This will: 

President — Jason Grace 

a. Allow face to face interaction and communica-
tion 
b. Help future leaders see the behind the scenes of 
the organization including operations 

3. Recruit new leaders to fill roles of aging BOD 
a. Essential for successful continuation of this or-
ganization  
b. Subcommittees are great places for folks to step 
in and be a leader in this organization  

4. All BOD needs to be proficient at operating data-
base.  

a. Training is scheduled for Dec 8th meeting  
5. Must have a more present role in our newsletter  

a. Each BOD member should be able to submit an 
article three (out of four) times a year  
b. This is our way of informing the membership, 
continuing education in the primitive craft, history, 
and over all empathy of the Society  
c. Editor needs us to be meet deadlines for articles 

6. Ojam plans and needs 
a. Train more members on how the business and 
organization of data is performed  
b. Review our registration process to make the pro-
cess more fluid and functional  
c. More people doing demos 
d. remove glue up tent:  
 possibly adding trouble shooting tent 
e. Send detailed letter of expectations to vendors: 
 document and record vendor information
 and needs  
f. Food vendor/ vendors change 
g. 3D range and Selfbow Championship: 
 - need to replace targets 
 - have shoot off on Sunday  
 - make separate ranges for kids and for 
 shooting in bows. 

7. Website  
a. Perform timely information updates  

8. Videography  
a. Continue adding and filling gaps on our educa-
tional video demos 
b. Add these to our website and Facebook periodi-
cally to communicate our mission 

9. Growth and Networking  
a. Have a presence in the traditional archery com-
munity  
b. Attend the major trad shoots with a booth with 
information. 
c. Possibly have regional bow building and 
flintknapping get togethers.  
d. Support and promote other state selfbow socie-
ties and jamborees 
- the sky is the limit 

     The new year comes the hectic time for the Society. 
Make plans to attend the annual banquet at Sooner 
Legends Hotel on Feb 1st. Registration can be com-
pleted on https://www.okselfbow.com  We have a full 
day filled with great fellowship, learning, BOD meeting, 
membership meeting, bow trade, food, auction, raffle, 
and a great speaker, Mike Yancy.  Don’t miss out! 

(Continued on page 3) 
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     Then right after that we jump into Ojam 16, with 
work days scheduled to prep the site.  For the latest 
updates please stay tuned to our Facebook pages or 
check our website for the most current information. 
Ojam 16 will be March 19-22 and it’s always a good 
time. 
     We all have the opportunity to have 2020 vision. My 
2020 vision is to be the best husband, father, son, 
leader, friend, bowyer, flintknapper, listener, teacher, 
student, employee, and follower of Jesus!  
May you all have a blessed year, and I look forward to 
our time together.  

 Jason 
        

(Continued from page 2) 

      The fall has come and we are into the second 
month of 2019 Deer Season here in Oklahoma. I start-
ed a takedown Osage bow in 2017 and wrote a small 
article about splicing, and finishing the bow. Osage 
limbs, takedown sleeve, Timber Rattler snake skins 
and some cedar arrows I made for this bow. It has 
served me well so far. I took a coyote last year in deer 
season but no deer jumped in front of my arrows. I 
placed in the Clout Shoot, 2019 at OJAM and took a 
nice Osage stave and some other items for my prize. I 
decided to use this bow exclusively this deer season. 
Tommy Leach and I made a trip to Kansas to hunt with 
Ralph Renfro in October. We made it to Ralph’s house 
late the night before we were going to hunt and hung 
out, talking awhile and then hit the sack for an early 
get up and head to the woods alarm. 
After hunting that morning and seeing a few deer but 
no shots we went back to the house and had a won-
derful breakfast made by Ralph’s wonderful bride, Di-
anne and made a plan for the afternoon hunt.  
On a side note, I decided to hunt 
in “John’s Stand” as it was named 
for when John Cooke would go 
with us to KS. He always hunted 
the “Bowl” as it was named. 
Ralph and I put up a nice sign last 
January when I went up there to 
try and use my last deer tag at the 
stand after John passed, Dec 
16th, 2018. Ralph made the sign. 
     After settling in I started seeing deer in the woods, 
in the grass outside the woods where I was hunting 

and up on a hill above the blind. 
Finally three does came in and 
one got too close, giving me a 10 
yard, broadside shot. With the 
takedown bow mentioned earlier, 
I put a cedar shaft right in the 
heart. I had to lean over in the 
pop up blind and cant my bow 
some to shoot through the win-
dow where I could see her. John 

must have been watching over me because that arrow 
went straight through the netting and between two 
small limbs.  She made a running circle about 40 yards 
and crashed into the many deadfall piles of timber 
around me from a tornado a few years back. Sounded 
like a bull dozer going through there. I could see where 
she went into the woods so I knew where she would 
be, not 50 yards from where I shot her. After about 30 
minutes collecting my thoughts and gear I followed the 
blood trail through the woods, even though I could see 
her in the brush when I got out of the blind. I found my 
arrow and got a few photos before I started field dress-
ing her.  Got all of that done and figured I would walk 
about a ¼  of a mile back to where Ralph and Tommy 
let me out of the truck. After I left the doe and was al-
most to where Tommy & Ralph would come out of the 
woods, I started hearing coyotes back in the direction 
where I had left the doe. They will clean up a deer in 
no time if they find it. 
     I had left my phone at Ralph’s house so I didn’t 
have a way to call them. I put my broken, bloody feath-
er half of the arrow in the ground with the broad-head 
pointing the in direction where I was hunting. I hoped 
they would understand my little display. I went back to 
set in the dark and protect my deer. Tommy finally 
came over the edge of the bowl, with his headlamp 
bobbing and I waved him down with my light. He called 
Ralph and he came around the mile to another road 
that led to where I was. Got it loaded and we went 
back to the house to hang it and have some dinner. I 
had to tell the story several times to make sure they 
knew about the shot. After saying all of this, I finally 
completed the task I had taken when I started and fin-
ished the take down bow. To take a deer with it either 
in Oklahoma or Kansas.  
The photos are of the sign we hung, “John’s Blind”, 
and my deer with the bow I made. 
     Hope everyone had a good fall season and great 
Holidays. 

Mike 

Completing the Process — Mike Hames Southeast Representative 

Upcoming OSS Events 
 

Annual Members Meeting, Educational Day,  
& Banquet  

February 1, 2020 
Sooner Legends Norman Oklahoma 

 

OJAM Work Days 
March 7 & 14, 2002 

Rutter Farm in Stillwater Oklahoma 
 

16th Annual Traditional Camp “OJAM”  
March 19-22, 2020 

Rutter Farm in Stillwater Oklahoma 
 

Annual Members Campout 
June 19-21, 2020 

Rutter Farm in Stillwater Oklahoma 
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     Looking back on 2019, what a year it has been; lots 
of up and downs this year.  I started off this year by 
getting into some nice Osage on the river, unusually 
dark wood and nice rings, I managed to get just over a 
dozen staves out and some of them can be split again. 
     March rolled and OJAM was a great one this year, 
my first time as quartermaster during the event. After 
the first couple of days, I began spending a lot of my 

time taking care of the 
tools. I got to spend 
some time with my OSS 
family and with Bill and 
Lynn Owens who hosted 
the Montana Jam at 
their place and were ex-
cited to come down and 
join us. 
    As March came to an 

end I began walking the woods in search of morel 
mushrooms, I found my first morels the last week of 
March and this was just the 
beginning of a great morel 
season for me. By the end 
of the first week in April I 
was finding enough to fill a 
two gallon bucket each 
day. The end of the second 
week I was going by 
pounds and not numbers of 
morels filling my picking 
sacks, I even had to stash them to pick up on my way 
out. By the last week of April they had begun to taper 
off, I was hoping to find some the first week of May but 
the heavy rains had begun ending the morel season. 
     We had flooding rains throughout May and June. 
The river where I fish and cut my Osage was hit hard, 
the farmer lost a lot of his fields when the banks 
washed away, the floods moved oil tanks around and 
even washed the footing from under a pumping unit. 
The woods where I cut Osage had up to six feet of 
sand deposited in them covering up the lower sections 
of the trees. Down on the creek mud and silt made it 
impossible to get back into where I was cut my Osage. 
I was unable to get back to the river to harvest logs 
this year. I did manage to save a walnut and box elder 

from a log jam be-
fore the sands dried 
out too much for me 
to get across. 
     At the end of 
June and into July I 
set my sights on 
fishing. I look for-
ward to the big flat-
heads every year, 

this year proved to be a good year for rod and reel. We 
got into some big catfish, I did not catch many by hand 
like I usually do but I just about wore out 3 fishing rods, 
my biggest weighed in at 51 pounds with several in the 
mid 40’s. 
     Summer was spent collecting and milling logs when 
the heat wasn’t too bad, I’m not a fan of hot and humid 
weather. 
     Late summer and early fall was pretty rough on me 
at work so I did not have the energy or drive to do 
much when I got home . 
     Fall set in and it started cooling off enough for me 
to get out and do some hunting, I could not get a deer 
in close enough for a bow but I 
did get a doe during muzzle 
loader season. I carried the 
same muzzle loader during our 
rifle season and was able to 
outwit a nice buck this year. He 
may be bigger than my 1996 
buck but I have not held them 
up to each other yet, it’s been a 
long stretch with a lot of close, 
yet not close enough, encounters with big bucks but I’ll 
take it. Especially when I’m able to get them at their 
level. 
     With 2020 on us I’m looking forward to what this 
new year will bring , with my freezers full of meat and a 
good wood stove to keep the winter chill out I’m about 
as ready as I can be for the new year and who knows, 
maybe it will top this year. 
 

Billy 

Looking Back — Billy Moore, Quartermaster 

     As we close out 2019 OSS is planning for the next 
few months. We have several things going on and ask 
each of you step in to help. It will take all of us to con-
tinue the success of both OJAM and the Society as a 
whole. First up is our annual banquet. The date is ap-
proaching fast — February 1. We will again be using 
Sooner Legends in Norman as the host hotel and ca-
terer. A block of rooms has been reserved and you can 
contact them at 866-699-4962 to make your reserva-
tion. The agenda is being finalized as of this writing so 
stay tuned to the website (www.OKSelfbow.com) and 
our Facebook page. We will have our General Annual 
membership meeting with election of officers, the bow 

trade, banquet with auction and speaker. This year 
Mike Yancy of Pine Hollow Longbows in Van Buren 
AR with be speaking on what it takes to hunt Africa 
with a bow. His lessons learned, tips on a successful 
trip and hunting adventures.  
     Our second event in the planning is obviously 
OJAM XVI. This year the event will be March 19-22. It 
will include the OK Selfbow Championship 3D Shoot 
as well as instructional camps and vendors. Again, we 
thank Doug Rutter and family for hosting our event. 
Included in the Drawknife is a form we are asking ven-
dors to complete and mail or email back to me. This 

(Continued on page 5) 

Upcoming Activities — Tommy Leach Co-Event Coordinator 
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will help us in the organization of the vendor island. 
We will need help on work days which Jason has 
scheduled for March 7 and 14.  
     Monte Hawkins and I will be working to organize 
both events with the board of directors. My ask is to 
please get involved. Whether teaching bow building in 
a camp, helping with registration, our vending tent or 
doing a demo, we need your help. If you are willing to 
step in and help please send me an email at Stillwater-
selfbows@suddenlink.net.  
Lastly, I hope you have had a successful, safe hunting 
season. If you have, please go to the website and en-

     Another season has come and gone.  I guess I'd 
have to say it was successful. I went to the woods nu-
merous times and saw lots of critters.  You reach a 
point in life where your priorities change.  I'm there. I 
started the season full of hope. I was using an Osage 
bow that I made back in the summer. 
     I practiced a lot and thought I was ready. early sea-
son found me passing of small buck and yearlings. 
there was a lot of season left. 
     Seems like November was going by in a blur. First 
thing I knew THANKSGIVING was here already and I 
hadn't pulled the string back on a single deer. I decid-
ed I'd better shoot something for the freezer.  Shortly 
after that I had my chance. A nice doe came passing 
through and I released my first arrow of the year. To 
say the resulting shot was a disappointment would be 
a mild understatement. I hit high and too far back. Like 
I'm talking above the backstrap high. She ran off with 
the arrow hanging. I knew it was a non lethal hit. I wait-

 Non-Resident Representative — Ralph Renfro 
ed a while and followed up on the shot. Tracks, but no 
blood. I followed her track for about 100 yds. I never 
realized the difficulty of walking in downed limbs and 
trees. All kinds of pitfalls for someone who has difficul-
ty negotiating the back yard. 
     I finally found a  place to cross the fence, by remov-
ing the ties and wiring the top three wires to the bottom 
strand. After replacing the wires I started the walk back 
at a much slower pace. When I arrived at the fence 
crossing I found not ties but steeples. With no chance 
of getting over the fence, I put my bow and quiver 
through the fence. After getting to my knees, and then 
to my back, I proceeded to work my wan self under the 
fence. By the time I got under the fence and to my feet 
I was worn out. I stood there gathering my thought and 
my breath. 
     After this experience I knew I was going to have to 
make same changes if I was going to continue to hunt. 

(Continued on page 6) 

ter your harvest information.  
     See you soon, 
 

Tommy 

     I hope everyone had a wonderful 
Christmas & Happy New Year with 
Family & friends. 
     I wanted to let everyone know how 
much I appreciate the opportunity to 
serve the OSS. I can’t wait to see all 
of you at the 2020 Banquet.  
     What I like about OSS is the peo-
ple. Always willing to share their 
knowledge with all who are interested 
in learning. This is what drew me to 

I’m The New Guy — Monty Hawkins Co-Event Coordinator  
the group. You share your knowledge & friendship and 
I think that’s what makes this diverse group such fun to 
hang out with, just like family. Young and old, we all 
are still learning about the craft of building bows and 
arrows as well as knapping and whatever else goes 
along with them. 
     Thank you for welcoming me into this wonderful 
group. I look forward to prying more helpful information 
out of each and every one of you in the future. 
 

Monty 

     Greetings OSS members from your NE Rep II. As 
deer season is winding down I hope that everyone had 
a safe and successful season. From what I have seen 
on Facebook it looks like many animals have been tak-
en with homemade primitive archery tackle.  Way to go 
OSS.   
     Now we are coming up on our busy time of the year 
with the banquet in February and our main event, 
OJam coming in March. Please make plans to attend 
and help us prepare for these great events.   
     The Board of Directors have been having long 
range planning meetings, making a few changes for 

Northeast Representative II — Todd Weldon 
the better and the club is in great shape.  Please con-
sider our needs and help out; either as a volunteer;  in 
an elected position on 
the board; or as an area 
rep. We are in need of 
people who are excited 
about our mission and 
want to help carry the 
OSS into the future.   
 

Todd 
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I felt terrible about the shot on the doe. I consider it 
unethical to shoot and not be confident of putting a le-
thal hit on the animal. I've always said the most im-
portant thing to take to the woods with you is confi-
dence of hitting where you're aiming. And for the first 
time in my life, I no longer had that. 
     I do know I still want to be out there next fall. It may 
have to be with a different weapon. I'm not ready to 
quit. I realize that I can no longer hunt without having a 
buddy to help with bloodtrailing, field dressing, drag-
ging and loading. The stroke has robbed me of my in-

(Continued from page 5) dependence, and to a certain extent my confidence. 
ADAPT to the New Reality, or give up something that 
I've devoted my life to,     
I'LL ADAPT. 
 

Ralph 

     Hard to believe, but another 
year, and another decade is 
gone. For good. I have lots of 
good memories of both the year 
and the decade. I had experienc-
es, both bad and good, that I 
won’t forget. I’m not special be-
cause the same is true for all of 
us. As much as we enjoy our 
memories, anticipation of making 
new ones drives our lives. So regardless of whether 
we made our best bow ever or had the hunt of a life-
time we all dream of and plan for the next adventure. 
For OSS members that usually means OJAM! First 
timers look forward to working on their first bow, and 
returnees look forward to seeing friends from earlier 
OJAMs and making new ones at the upcoming event.  
     After a couple of years, OSS members become 
more involved and some become volunteers in our 
family. They show up for workdays in preparation for 
OJAM or the Wildlife Expo. Most of them go unrecog-
nized except for the people to whom they give sugges-
tions or guidance, whether it is some facet of bow 
building, camping, cooking, hunting or a myriad of oth-
er subjects. In case you are one of those, I thank you 
because we wouldn’t be OSS without you. Some 

members become even more involved and become 
formal instructors. Others volunteer to become mem-
bers of our governing Board. 
     People are often intimidated by the prospect of for-
mal obligations of time and personal involvement by 
serving as Board members, but you shouldn’t be. As 
soon as you take your first unconscious step on the 
road of volunteerism by offering to show somebody 
how to cut in a nock, build a string, or whatever, you 
are providing valuable input to this organization. We 
need that, and we need your ideas especially if they 
are new or different. 
     Some of those recent new ideas made a debut in 
December. Your Board met to consider changes in 
numbers and responsibilities. For the first time the 
meeting was open to all members. Only a few showed 
but we hope to see that number increase in the future.  
     In the next couple weeks, Todd Weldon and I will 
be soliciting members to fill vacant Board positions. 
This year we have openings for secretary, Membership 
Director, representatives for Northwest and Southeast 
districts, Quartermaster and Event Coordinator. Please 
consider accepting a nomination if we call; even better, 
call us and volunteer. We need your input! 
 

Conrad 

Vice President Report — Conrad Kleinholz 

     2019 has been a tough year for me.  I was diag-
nosed with prostate cancer in January and had surgery 
in February.  The cancer has been removed but my 
recovery has been very slow.  Virtually no progress.  I 
went to two different therapist with little improvement.  I 
was scheduled for a follow up surgery to help me with 
my problem but had to do some heart tests first.  Well 
they found blockage, so in November I received a 
stent and started Cardiac rehab.  I thought my deer 
season would be over be-
cause I would need to recover 
from the stent. Then, in early 
December, have the other sur-
gery.  So right at the start of 
the rut I was through.  Howev-
er after my stent I found out I 
wouldn’t be able to have the 
other surgery because of 
blood thinners.  So after 1 

week I was back in the woods and harvested a doe 
with a self-bow made by my good friend Chris Coff-
man.  So I put that bow up and grabbed my 2020 trade 
bow.  I was really wanting to harvest one with it before 
I pass it on.  Well I got that done.  So now I am focus-
ing on a buck.  Hopefully before the year is out I will be 
able to accomplish that, I am now hunting with a trade 
bow from a few years back built by Mike Hames.   
     Now you may be wondering other than the deer 
what were God’s blessings.  Well I want to tell you God 
is always working even when we may not know.  You 
see my cancer was caught really early and completely 
removed.  And yes I’ve had some recovery difficulties 
but in that process God provided the hope of the follow 
up surgery.  Now in that preparation for that surgery, I 
was found to have blockage in my main artery but 
again well before any real problems.  Then in the pro-
cess of recovering from the stent and going to cardiac 

(Continued on page 7) 

Chaplin — Rodney Wilson 
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rehab, I have been losing weight and getting in better 
shape.  Here’s what I believe God has really done.  My 
other problem from the cancer surgery is almost gone, 
so much so that right now I really believe I will avoid 
the other surgery all together and have a lifelong body 
with unneeded hardware.  I thank God so much for 
knowing better than I do and for being with me each 
step. 
     I know many of you have similar stories and I would 
love to hear them anytime.  I am also available to dis-
cuss God’s words or blessings anytime. 
     One more thing, several of my friends and I have 
been doing a Bible study all year.  We are spread out 
all over the country but it has been uplifting and a com-

(Continued from page 6) plete blessing to me.  We seem to always be checking 
up on each other.  Thank You all who participate 
     May God Bless each of you! 
 

Rodney 

Northwest Representative—Mark Mann 
      A warm New-year’s greetings 
to all from the heart of the South-
ern Cheyenne and Arapaho Na-
tions in Western Oklahoma.  Just 
like the preceding year, 2019 is 
now only a collection of memories, 
and I hope your 2019 memories 
are good ones.  
     Deer harvest numbers for the 
season suggest a substantial in-
crease over the previous year. With two weeks of ar-
chery season left, Custer County reports 731 deer tak-
en (archery and gun), with 1,895 deer reported from 
Roger Mills, 862 from Dewey, 673 from Blaine, and 
Woodward County boasting 1,172 total deer harvest-
ed. The Custer County number already exceeds last 
year’s harvest by one and with two weeks yet to hunt.  
However, last year’s harvest totals from Roger Mills, 
Dewey, Blaine and Woodward counties are 1,627, 
827, 632, and 1,148 deer respectively.  Comparatively, 
the harvest totals represent increases of 2% for Wood-
ward County, 4% for Dewey, 6% for  Blaine County, 
and a whooping 16% for Roger Mills.  I have yet to see 
the breakdown of archery-specific totals, but the data 

suggests it’s been a good year indeed for archery 
hunters.  I am happy to report that my son, Matthew 
and I were responsible for three of the Custer County 
harvest numbers. And while we were blessed with 
good weather, the best animal was taken on the cold-
est day of the season, November 12.  Nine degrees 
Fahrenheit sure stiffened the fingers, but the payoff 
was worth the chill.  
     As we look forward to the new year, and new dec-
ade, consider what you can do for the Oklahoma Self-
bow Society.  We have several who contribute much, 
but a greater number who will need to step into a more 
active role if our organization is to continue along its 
path as one of the premier clubs in the nation that pro-
motes the art of primitive archery.   
     Our group has several exciting developments on 
the horizon, and to be a part of the planning and fun, 
reserve your place at our Annual Members Meeting 
Educational Day and Banquet scheduled for February 
1st, 2020. We look forward to seeing each of you 
there. 
     Until then, bow up and bear down!      

Mark 

Treasurer—Leo Staples 
     Those of you who follow the financial reports know 
that the Society attempts to operate on an approved 
budget.  This includes funding for operational expens-
es and capital expenditures.   The Board does from 
time to time approve spending that is outside the 
budget based on unforeseen needs or opportunities.  
Major events such as the Annual Members Day and 
OJAM have their own budget line for income and ex-
penses.  Unlike many non-profits, OSS is primarily 
funded by the members through their support of the 
Auction, OJAM, and membership dues.   
     On January 1, 2019 the Society had $17,849.53 in 
the checking account.  At the end of the year the 
checking account balance was $20,311.51.  Income 
for the year was $3,207.21, under budget and expens-
es we are $2,248.19 over budget.  The primary drivers 
for this was OJAM, where the Board approved addi-

tional expenses related to the 15th anniversary and 
income from the event was below that budgeted.  This 
was offset by the lower equipment maintenance costs 
and fact that the Society did not spend $2,483 of the 
approved 2019 Capital budget.    
     Speaking of OJAM, there are many theories on why 
attendance at the event has been down the last three 
years.  While it is hard to pinpoint an actual cause, I 
believe one of the biggest factors is the dates for 
spring break, OJAM was during spring break.  
     For years all the schools in Oklahoma and the sur-
rounding states were on the same spring break sched-
ule.  This changed in 2017 when Oklahoma spring 
break dates were not the same as spring break of the 
surrounding states.  Even worse, in 2018 schools with-
in Oklahoma had different spring break schedules. In 

(Continued on page 8) 



The Drawknife Page 8 

2020, all Oklahoma schools and many of the surround-
ing states are on the same spring break schedule.  It 
will be interesting to see if attendance is up this year. 
     Membership was a bright spot for OSS in 2019.  
Even with lower attendance at OJAM, membership 
fees were $1,810.70 over the budget.   Historically, 
about 25% of our members do not renew their dues 
unless they attend OJAM.  They are replaced by first 
time attendees at OJAM.  So, our membership as hov-
ered around 300.  As of December 31, 2019, the Soci-
ety had 328 members in good standing.  Following 
OJAM last year, members with delinquent member-
ships were sent an email thanking them for being a 
member and encouraging them to renew.  The notifica-
tions were timed with the launch of the online store 
which accepts membership payments.  Feedback on 
the online payment option has been very positive. 
     The real challenge of producing any newsletter is 
content.  Without your stories and “How To” articles 
the newsletter isn’t of much value to readers.  The fact 
that our members live all over the United States pro-

(Continued from page 7) vides a wide variety of experience that should be 
shared with other members through an article.  Please 
consider sharing your journey to craft traditional ar-
chery equipment, hunting, and other outdoor experi-
ence.   Deadlines to submit articles are March 31, 
June 30, September 30, and December 31.   
     In 2018 we launched a new website using the WIX 
website building tools and continued to improve the 
site in 2019.  If all goes as planned you will be able to 
download, print, and fill out the paperwork for OJAM.  
The goal is reducing the time members spend at Reg-
istration.  OSS will also post the “How To” videos on 
the site later this year.  At some point much of the 
website content will move to the 
“Members Only” section.  
Please let us know if you have 
suggestion to improve the site. 
    Take care, 
 

Leo 

     Is there such a thing as “the 
perfect stave”?  What would it 
look like?  What species of 
wood would it be?  How would 
it have been seasoned?  How 
many growth rings per inch 
would it have?  What would be 
the ratio of “early wood” thick-
ness to “late wood” thickness?  
How long would it be?  How 
wide would it be?  Would it have a flat back or a 
crowned back?  Would it have snakey grain, or just a 
straight line from tip to tip?  Would it have backset, be 
flat, or follow the string?  The answer is “yes” the per-
fect stave does exist, but each of these staves would 
only be perfect for a particular bow. 
     I typically go about starting a bow one of two ways; 
I either have a particular bow build in mind and I find a 
stave that will accomplish this, or I just pick up a stave 
and build the best bow I can build out of that particular 

piece of wood.  Twenty-five years ago, I did more of 
the latter, today I do more of the former.  Your wood 
stash is probably the biggest factor in determining 
which method you choose.  I think you can learn much 
more about bow building if you just build the best bow 
out of any piece of wood you have.  You tend to find 
out what works and what fails, and as time goes on, 
you will be able to build many different styles of bows. 
     Here’s what I’m talking about:  A good friend of 
mine recently showed up asking for some guidance on 
the trade bow he is building.  He had already chased 
his ring, pretty much cut out the profile and handle, 
and had about 65” to work with.  I asked him what 
specs he had to meet, and he said the draw length 
had to be 30”.  Initially I told him to set this stave aside 
for a shorter draw bow, and just start with another 
longer stave, but he really doesn’t have an abundance 
of seasoned wood.  He could have possibly finished it 
with a 30” draw if the wood was clean, but he had a 

(Continued on page 9) 

Northeast Representative I—Rick Myers 

2020 Banquet Speaker 
     OSS is pleased to announce that Mike Yancey will keynote the 2020 Banquet.  Mike is from Northwest Ar-
kansas.  He opened Pine Hollow Longbows in 1998 selling primitive archery supplies. Now 20 plus years later, 
Pine Hollow Longbows has turned into a full-time business and the leading primitive archery supply dealer in the 
USA.  Initially as a way to pay for hunts with the equipment that he made, Mike has kept Pine Hollow hunt orient-
ed and still uses what he sells.  
     Mike builds Osage selfbows and specializes in sinew backed Osage 
bows. With these bows Mike has hunt- ed all over the USA, Canada and South 
Africa. An associate editor with the Primitive Archer Magazine, Mike has 
written about hunts for many years in a half dozen major magazines over the 
years.  
     In his speaking presentation Mike will tell of his South African hunts, the 
do's and don'ts on a hunting adventure like this with primitive bows for the first-
time traveler. Feel free to ask any ques- tions about these hunts and make plans 
to go on a future hunt with Mike back to South Africa.   
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fairly large pin-knot right in a critical point of the limb, 
and it was very close to the edge.  By the time he put 
the strain of a 30” draw on those limbs with a 9-10” 
riser, that pin would more than likely release, and end 
the life of the bow.  His stave needed to be longer, but 
it was already cut out.  Instead of setting it aside and 
starting over, I told him he could accomplish approxi-
mately the same thing by bending it through the han-
dle.  This will give the bow longer bending limbs, and 
accomplish the same thing, but it will need to be till-
ered more to resemble a half circle instead of elliptical, 
a totally different style of bow.  Kind of like the tiller on 
the rattan bows we build for the kids.  Time will tell, but 
I’m willing to bet that (baring no other problems pop-
ping up) he will be able to make a serviceable bow that 
draws 30” from that wood. 
     When you are forced to use a piece of wood that is 
“questionable” for the design you are after, you might 

(Continued from page 8) consider a backing of some sort.  Sinew is always a 
good option, but pretty time consuming.  I have used 
sinew, other woods, raw flax, linen, rawhide, and bam-
boo.  Of these, linen has worked the best for me with 
the least amount of prep work.  All of them have their 
own pros and cons though.   When looking through my 
stave rack, I see every combination of stave you can 
imagine.  You might think some are junk, but in reality, 
they are just perfect, just not perfect for every style of 
bow.  I have built bows from staves that I cut almost 30 
years ago.  Some of them I thought were junk at the 
time, but later figured out they would make bows of a 
different profile.  So, the next time you are looking for 
that perfect stave, look for the bow that would be per-
fect for that stave! 
     Expand your horizons, and push yourself until you 
fail!  How else will know what your boundaries are? 

 Rick 
My First Bow Kill by Grayson Whelan 
     Early morning on November 23, 2019 my dad and I 
went to Thunderbird Lake public hunting land. We got 
out of the truck and walked in a little late.  There where 
a lot of hunters there that day.  My dad and I just 
walked by them right to our stand.  We sat in our two 
man ladder stand that was located right in front of a 
heavily used deer trail, crossing a fire break. We sat 
waiting for about an hour and I fell asleep, of course. I 
woke up having very cold ears. I asked my dad for his 
stocking cap to cover my ears , just as I put the hat on, 
my dad tapped my arm and said, "There's something 
walking over there in the trees." I looked in that direc-
tion, then my dad said, "It's a deer". I started getting 
excited. I sat there waiting and watching this deer 
walking in a zig zag toward me. As the deer was start-
ing to step in the fire break I grabbed my bow waiting 
for an opportunity to stand and draw my bow to take a 

shot. Once he stepped out I noticed he had buttons on 
his head, I thought for a second, then I drew back my 
bow and stood up. He stopped less than ten yards 
from the stand, I took the shot. The arrow hit his spine 
and came out through one of his lungs. He was still 
moving around, I got out of my stand and had to cut his 
throat. My dad and I field dressed him. We had to hurry 
because I had a basketball later that 
morning. I threw him on my back 
and packed him a mile and a half 
out of Thunderbird Lake public land 
to my dads truck. 
 

 Grayson 

Tool Time “The Arrow Backstop” by Mark Mann 
     Pro golfer Jack Nicklaus once 
said, “I’ve won as many golf tour-
naments hitting the ball badly as I 
have hitting the ball well”.  Para-
phrased, the honing of any skill will 
invariably involve doing things the 
wrong way, then reigning in the 
errors most responsible your bad 
results.  Following that same log-
ic—and if we concede that the 
same laws of nature governing the game of golf apply 
equally to archery—then it would be a virtual certainty 
that arrows cast from a self bow will sometimes find 
their way into mischief.  
     I continue to be amazed at just how--even the most 
conspicuously colored arrow--is able to conceal itself 
from human detection when it finds its way into field or 
forest. This is particularly true with arrows cast into a 
stand of Bermuda grass as it seems almost as if the 
arrow is gripped by the rhizomes of the plant and 

pulled just below the plane of detection only to be giv-
en up when the mower emerges from its winter home 
to take that first bite of your lawn’s spring growth. Of 
course then the arrow will show itself, but in a highly 
modified version, with shaft 
greatly shortened, fletching 
cropped short, and point often 
detached and mauled.  The 
carnage becomes yet more 
painful when the arrow is one 
of your own construction.  The 
greater loss, however, may be 
the time invested in arrow re-
covery when they find their way 
beyond the target. It is for these 
reasons that I use an arrow 
backstop. 
     First and foremost, short of 
a concrete retainer wall, there 

(Continued on page 10) 

      Supplies required for 
the backstop and frame 
consist of threaded pipe 
segments, fittings, burlap 
bags and a thick bed-
spread. 
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     The bags should overlap just slightly (use thin wire 
or string to loosely connect the bags forming a sold 
sheet of three bags).  Once this is done, simply drape 
the bedspread over the frame and bags.  Essentially, 

this forms a barrier of two layers of burlap and two lay-
ers of bedspread. The density of the combined layers 
of fabric allows the shafts through to the point of the 
fletching where  the arrows are caught. 
     When selecting a bedspread, only two hard and 
fast rules apply:  First, find one with relatively thick fab-
ric; and second—but most importantly—men, do not 
extract from the back of a linen closet what you pre-
sume to be an old item of bedding that your wife has 
forgotten about—
this line of thinking 
will likely add about 
$150 to the cost of 
an otherwise inex-
pensive project. Ra-
ther, take your pick 
among many sizes 
and shapes of bed-
spreads from your 
local thrift store 
where you’ll likely 
pay about five dol-
lars.  
     While the entire assembly can be quickly laid down 
or unassembled, when not in use the bedspread can 
be folded and stored, and the burlap rolled up around 
the cross piece.  This keeps the grass around the bot-
tom of the backstop healthy, and reduces the wear and 
tear on the outer surface of fabric by the elements. Fi-
nally, if the option exists, select a lighter colored bed-

(Continued on page 11) 

is no fabric or curtain backstop that can be counted on 
to stop every arrow every time.  The backstop I use will 
catch 19 out of 20 arrows, but occasionally one will slip 
between the fabric and ground, or rarely find a previ-
ously made hole and slip through to the downrange 
side.  Even these, however, will typically be slowed to 
the extent that they will pose little risk to surrounding 
structures or people. Assuming the vast majority of 
arrows released will find some unoccupied space on 
their intended target, a 95% catch rate for those that 
do get by translates to very few injured arrows and 
very little time spent in arrow hide-and-seek. Personal-
ly, I don’t recall losing a single arrow since I’ve begun 
using my backstop. 
     Perusing the Three Rivers Archery and Amazon 
web sites, one sees that there are many permutations 
of backstops or arrow curtains commercially available.  
These tend to range from $120 to $400 for the fabric, 
and $100+ for the supporting frame or rack. They vary 
greatly in quality, but most are adequate for draw 
weights up to 50 pounds. I have happened on to an 
inexpensive combination of materials that offers good 
protection and readily available.  Moreover, the struc-
ture is easy to put together, and can be made very 
portable, and many of the needed components may be 
found lying about a garage or tool shed.  However, 
even at retail prices, you’ll likely spend lees than $50 
for everything needed.  While the value of a handful of 
arrows easily justifies this price, avoiding the large ex-
penditure of time required in raking and walking down 
lost arrows makes this one of the more practical and 
economical pieces of equipment an archer can own.  
      Backstops can be built to virtually any size, but I’ve 
found that a 6’ x 4’ structure well accommodates my 
needs, catches little wind, is easy to handle, and gen-
erally doesn’t defile the cosmetics of a well-maintained 
yard or landscape—the last point being conjecture only 
as I cannot attest to any intimate knowledge of the like.  
Additionally, structures of this size sits well over two 
short pieces of rebar and ultimately forms a rectangle 
with the ground. The parts list is easy: two ½ ” x 36” 
and two ½ ” x 48” threaded pipe segments, two ½ ” ells 
and one ½ ” union, these pieces form the frame.  The 
fabric consists of three burlap sacks and a heavy bed-
spread. Finally, two ½ ” x 48” pieces of rebar forms the 
stakes over which the frame will rest.  I recommend 
using galvanized pieces for the plumbing fixtures.   
The pipe and fittings can be purchased from your local 
Atwoods or Ace Hardware. The bags likewise can be 
found at Atwoods, Tractor Supply, or a similar retailer. 
The threaded fittings can be assembled somewhat 
loosely with pliers or even by hand as you’ll want to be 
able to disassemble these without too much effort. 
Once an appropriate location is selected, stand your 
assembly up and drive into the ground the two pieces 
of rebar at such a distance that the pipe of the stand 
will thread over the rebar causing the frame to stand 
freely. Next suspend the three burlap bags from the 
horizontal piece of ½ ” pipe (the two 36” pieces con-
nected with the union makes this just over 6’ in length).   

(Continued from page 9) 

       Suspended burlap bags 
represents the inner-layer of 
the backstop. 

 

Arrows are 
typically 
caught by 
the fletch-
ing.  They 
are re-
moved by 
pulling 

forward. 

     Quilted bedspread purchased for 
$5.00 at local thrift store.  

                 6’ x 4’ Arrow Backstop 
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the need for raking the thick Bermuda along shooting 
tangents in search of arrows.  Returning the same 
amount of unbroken arrows to the quiver at the end of 
a day’s practice likewise makes the arrow backstop 
worth considering.  
 

Mark 

spread.  These will accept spray paint more readily 
than darker materials. A well-camouflaged outer sur-
face (green in the summer and earth tones in the fall 
and winter) allows the backstop more time free-
standing in your yard before being forced down by 
your spouse or a neighborhood covenant.   
     For me, the use of a backstop has all but eliminated 

(Continued from page 10) 

Campfire Cooking — K. P. Lehman 
1 tablespoon whole cloves    
1/2  onion cut into eights 
1  blade mace 
     Clean feet carefully and cover with hot water.  Sim-
mer until meat will separate from bones, then remove 
carefully with skimmer.  Place in stone jar, taking out 
the largest bones.  Save water for later use.  Heat vin-
egar with bay leaves, cloves, cinnamon, salt, onion, 
pepper and mace.  Simmer slowly for 45 minutes, but 
do not boil at any time.  Remove cake of fat from top of 
cooking water from feet.  Add about 1 quart of water to 
vinegar; if vinegar is not very strong, use less water.  
Strain liquid through a sieve and pour over neat in jar.  
Chill 2 days.   

PIGS’ KNUCKLES AND SAUERKRAUT 
4  pigs’ knuckles 
2  quarts boiling water 
3  teaspoons salt  
1  quart sauerkraut 
     Place whole knuckles in boiling salt water.  Cover 
and simmer until meat is tender, about 2-1/2 to 3 
hours.  Twenty minutes before serving pour off most of 
the water and add sauerkraut.  Heat thoroughly.  Serve 
the meat on a bed of sauerkraut.  Serves 4.   

HEAD CHEESE 
1 hog’s head salt and pepper 
1 hog’s tongue sage or chili powder 
     Clean and scrape hog’s head and wash thoroughly. 
Wash and trim tongue.  Cover head and tongue with 
slightly salted water and sim-
mer until meat falls from bone.  
Drain meat, shred and sea-
son.  Pack tightly in bowl, cov-
er and weight it down.  Let 
stand 3 days in cold place.  
Slice.  Makes 6 to 8 pounds.   
 

KP 

 OLD RECIPES 
     When I was a kid, 100 years ago, I can remember 
butchering our own livestock and eating it… all of it.  
Most people are not old enough to remember that or 
were not raised on a farm, but consuming almost the 
entire animal or wild animals not now considered table 
fare was normal back then.   
     I have inherited some old recipe books dating back 
to the 40’s.  The book I took these recipes from, “The 
American Woman’s Cook Book”,  was written in 1943.  
Trust me, the recipes below are just some of the inter-
esting recipes I found in these books. Several of them, 
I can remember eating. One is listed below.  We will 
revisit this subject again in the future, but here are 
some actual pork recipes from the cookbook men-
tioned above.  Maybe you are adventurous enough to 
try one. 

BOILED PIGS’ FEET 
6  pigs feet    
1-1/2 tablespoons of salt 
     Scrape feet, wash thoroughly and tie each sepa-
rately in a piece of cheesecloth.  Cover with boiling 
water and add salt. Heat to boiling, reduce heat and 
simmer for 6 hours.  Cool in the water.  When cold, 
drain but do not remove cloth.  Chill.  Use for broiling, 
frying or pickling.  Serves 6. 
     BROILED – Split feet, dredge with salt, pepper and 
flour and broil for 10 minutes.  Season with butter, salt 
and pepper. 
     FRIED – Split feet and season with salt, pepper and 
lemon juice.  Dip into beaten egg, then into bread 
crumbs, and fry in hot, deep fat (375 F) for 5 minutes.  

PICKLED PIGS’ FEET 
4 good sized boiled pigs’ feet with uppers 
1 tablespoon broken cinnamon 
1  quart strong vinegar 
2  ¼  cup salt 
4  bay leaves 
5  2 teaspoons pepper 

     After a successful harvest, and 
all the hard work has paid off with a 
full freezer, don’t forget about other 
very useful items.  These items in-
clude hide, brain, tendons, hooves 
and bones just to name a few.  In 
this article let’s focus on removal of 
the leg (sinew) tendon.  This sinew 
can be utilized for bow backing, bow 

strings, arrow building, sewing, or any other application 
that a thread is needed.  
     As with most things getting from point A to point B 
can be completed many different ways.  This pictorial 
describes the process I have found to be the easiest.  
Let me put my safety hat on and remind everyone to 
ensure knife is sharp and cut away from you at all 
times.  I have found that a fillet knife works best. 

(Continued on page 12) 

Leg Tendon Removal by Paul Wollerman 
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Step 9.  Once tendon is removed from bone, separate 
the protective sheath (synovium) from the tendon. 
Step 10.  Protective sheath can 
be used for hide glue but opinions 
differ on quality.  My preference is 
to give my dog a reward for a job 
well done. 
Step 11.  Once all leg tendons are 
removed, I remove all loose flesh 
and wash in Dawn dish soap to 
aid in grease removal.  Not sure 
this does much good but it makes 
me feel better, so I do it. 
Step 12.  After washing, lay out to dry on a non-stick 
surface.  If weather conditions are favorable it is best 
to dry outside (Or so says my wife) due to a slight 
smell.  Tendons will shrink as they dry and also may 
need to be flipped if not hung up to dry. 
Step 13.  Depending on weather conditions drying time 

will vary.  Typically, in my basement, after about a 
week they are ready to be removed from non-stick sur-
face.  I place on paper towels to allow for absorption of 
any grease run off. 
Step 14.  Process the sinew once dry.  
Shown to the right is the results of one leg 
tendon after drying and after processing is 
complete. 
 

Paul 
 

 

 

Editors Note:  Some of you may have seen Paul’s posting 
titled “Leg Day” on Facebook.  After reading the post I ask 
Paul to write an article for the Drawknife.  I hope this article 
inspires others to share their knowledge of traditional ar-
chery crafting.   

Step 1.  If processing multiple legs I like to remove leg 
from the carcass.    
Step 2.  Position leg so cuts can be made on inside of      
leg as show in picture below.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 3.  Make cuts as show below.  Ensure your cuts 
are deep enough to aid in tendon removal.  Don’t go 
too deep or ruin the sinew unless you cut across leg 
instead of down the leg. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 4.  Once cuts are made slide fingers under ten-
don as shown in picture below. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 5.  Grab tendon with one hand and leg bone with 
the other and pull tendon away from bone from dew 
claw to knee. 
Step 6.  Once tendon is separated from dew claw to 
knee a little assistance may be needed with the knife 
to remove tendon from dew claw to toes. 
Step 7.  Make cuts at bottom of the “Y” if needed to 
separate tendon as shown in picture below.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Step 8.  Cut tendon as close to toes as possible and 
discard leg bone. 

(Continued from page 11) 
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smaller deer and not quite getting the better bucks into 
range. Another great weekend was had by all. The 
next weekend sent me back to Kansas. Mikee was un-
able to make this trip so it was just Ralph and I in the 
woods together. Ralph had just laid eyes on Pig a few 
days before. The rut was starting and bucks were trav-
elling. I spent the weekend in John’s ground blind. I 
saw several deer but only had opportunities on a 
spike. Tag soup for me this year in Kansas, again. 
     Then firearms sea-
son opened. Drew and I 
both carrying our bows, 
his, a bamboo backed 
Osage I made for him 
several years ago and 
mine a short sinew 
backed Osage with Pyg-
my rattlesnakes cover-
ing the sinew. This first 
hunt we saw deer but had no shot opportunities. That 
evening I had a young buck come in and gave me a 
shot through the same hole I killed the 8 point a few 
weeks earlier. I drew and shot hitting the buck high in 
the shoulder. He jumped the fence and broke my ar-
row. I looked and never found any blood. I contacted a 
friend with a tracking dog and we looked again the 
next morning with no success. Frustrated with myself 
for not making a better shot I replayed that scenario 
over and over. I hunted a different stand on Monday 
without seeing a deer. Tuesday, I went to Drew’s stand 
since he was working. About 8:30 I had a buck come 
out we named Forkie. He is a young deer but some-
thing about him fascinated me. I really wanted to take 
this deer. He worked his way to me giving me a broad-
side shot at 18 yards. He was standing within a step of 
where I took a doe on Christmas day last year with a 
stone point. Relaxed I drew, anchored and shot. I 
missed shooting right under his chest. Really feeling 
frustrated now, losing and animal and missing another 
just days apart. I started thinking about a Facebook 
post from John MacAdoo I had commented on earlier 
this fall. His post was a picture of his son, John Roy, 
shooting his longbow and a tight group. I had asked 
about shooting lessons from John Roy’s coach. I con-
sider myself an OK shot but I’m really having doubts at 
this point. I had one more buck come in but never gave 
me an opportunity that morning.  
     My next hunt was Wednesday evening. Running 
late I started back to my original cedar stand. I have 
about a half-mile walk across a hay meadow to this 
stand. I get about half-way to my stand and I see a 
deer heading straight to my stand. I’m standing in the 
wide open on top of a hill. My only option at this deer is 
to drop over the hill and try to beat him to my tree. I get 
out of his sight and head to the stand as fast as I can. 
Which is not very fast for an old fat guy with a new 
knee. As I crest the hill the deer is about 100 yards 
from my stand with his head down feeding. I get next 
to a cedar fence line and slowly work my way to the 
stand. Each time he raised his head I would freeze, 

     Today is December 31, with only one more hunt for 
the year this evening, I look back over the past three 
months in the woods. My wife and oldest daughter had 
taken a vacation to the northeast US for a fall foliage 
tour is early October. While they were gone I became 
the seventh-grade teacher for Kallie-Grace as she is 
home schooled. My season started October 11. KG 
and I finished our school work and went for an evening 
sit. We ended up seeing nine deer but no shot oppor-
tunities. It was a great time for us watching the Blue 
Jays and Cardinals as well as a few deer. My next out-
ing was October 20th. I settled into my stand 30 
minutes before shooting hours. Within ten minutes a 
doe was in the food plot. Unfortunately, she left before 
legal shooting. Right after legal hours I saw a deer to 
the west about 300 yards heading my direction. After 
about fifteen minutes the buck had made his way to 
my food plot. He stood at the edge looking around. He 
seemed to know something was up. He stayed on the 
edge and started to skirt me to the south. My stand is 
in a cutout cedar tree, I’ve got good cover and a cou-
ple of small holes to shoot through. This buck wasn’t 
going to give me an open shot in front of me. However, 
he did stop right in a hole on my left. I drew, picked a 

spot right behind the 
shoulder and released. I 
heard the thwack and as 
he spun away I could 
see my arrow sticking 
out of him. He ran about 
70 yards and stopped on 
a little knoll. He began to 
stagger but took off up in 
the hay meadow. He 

wobbled a couple more times then I lost sight of him. I 
checked the time and decided to give him an hour. 
When I got down I went to the knoll where he had 
stopped. I found blood and the tracking began. After a 
short track with a really good blood trail I recovered 
one of my best deer. He ended up a four-and-a-half-
year-old with eight points.  
     The next weekend Mike Hames and I went to Kan-
sas to hunt with Ralph. We drove up Friday morning 
and met Ralph just after lunch. After a short visit we 
were off to the woods. Mikee went to John’s stand. 
This stand is where John Cooke always sat and had 
great success over the years on both deer and turkey. 
Ralph went to the water hole and I went to the east 
food plot where I had a yearling buck at five yards. 
When Ralph and I started out there was a bloody bro-
ken arrow pointing to where Mikee was hunting. I 
walked in to see what help I could lend but all he need-
ed was a camera man to take hero pictures. Mike had 
made an excellent shot on a big doe and had watched 
her fall. The rest of the weekend had passed opportu-
nities on smaller bucks and yearlings but was a great 
time. 
     The second weekend of November Jon Cunning-
ham, his son Luke and my son Drew had drawn 
MCAAP. We all had a great hunt with each passing on 

My 2019 Season by Tommy Leach 
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release, follow through. Forkie made it into the plot and 
finally turned broadside. I drew and made sure I got full 
draw, picked a spot right behind his right shoulder and 
started to lean around a limb between us. He looked 
right up at me. I released and hit exactly where I was 
aiming. He broke my shaft and ran 80 yards to a 
scrape, then walked and trotted up a hill, jumped a 
fence and on to the property to the south. I’m thinking 
how? This shot looked perfect. I gave him about ten 
minutes and took up the blood trail. I picked up the 
broken shaft and measured that there was at least 14 
inches of arrow in him. I started at the scrape where he 

stopped and found good 
blood. I methodically 
followed it taking my 
time. I recovered Forkie 
300 yards later. After 
checking him out, I heart 
shot this deer with a 
complete pass through. I 
took few pictures and 
made a phone call to get 
permission to drive in 

and save a long drag. I was headed home.  
     I’ve had a great season tagging out on bucks, the 
first time since 1986. I did learn a valuable lesson, 
make sure you get to full draw, pick a spot and follow 
though. I think I had started just shooting at the animal. 
I’ve watched a lot of deer real close this year, this 
helps keep your composure when you decide to take a 
shot. I’ve been fortunate in spending time with close 
friends, Mikee, Ralph, Jon and my son Drew. As a bo-
nus Drew was able to take a really nice 9 point with his 
rifle the Saturday after Thanksgiving and after furbear-
er season opened, I took a badger with the selfbow.  
 

Tommy 

when he would feed again I was on the move. I finally 
made it to the tree and the buck was within 70 yards 
now. I had a problem now, the night before we had 
severe wind gusts up to 50 mph. This wind tangled up 
my haul line so I was going to have to try and climb the 
tree while holding my bow. I just took the first step on a 
limb to start my climb and the deer was looking my di-
rection. I decided I could not make the climb without 
getting busted. My final option was to sit on the ground 
behind a small cedar that looked like Charlie Brown’s 
Christmas tree. I couldn’t kneel because of my knee 
replacement. I made the decision that if this deer was 
not a fawn I would take the shot if given the opportuni-
ty. The deer turned out to be a young buck with three 
on the left and a fork on the right. He has now worked 
his way inside ten yards quartering to me. He finally 
turns broadside and I start to draw. He instantly sees 
movement and the stare down begins. With him watch-
ing I have slowly let down from ¾ draw. Finally, he re-
laxes and goes back to feeding. I draw again, he looks 
my way and I release. At 10 yards I shoot under him. 
He runs out to the edge of the food plot, broadside and 
looking my direction. If he’s going to give me another 
opportunity I’m going to take it. I slip a second arrow 
out of my quiver, get it nocked, draw and shoot under 
him again at 17 yards. This time he bounds off and 
leaves me to locate my arrows. After finding them I 
climb into my stand for the last couple of hours. The 
score now is three misses and one lost animal. Sitting 
in the stand re-thinking what just happened I deter-
mined I didn’t get to full draw. I’ve practiced a lot sitting 
on a seat or a log but never flat on my rear and not 
leaning against a tree. But I really am questioning my 
abilities now and almost texted Johnny Mac to setup 
some lessons. About 45 minutes of shooting hours left 
the deer I missed Tuesday, Forkie, stepped out and 
began working towards me. I started going through 
things in my head, pick a spot, get to full draw, clean 

(Continued from page 13) 

Question by Leo Staples  
     From time to time people submit questions on the 
OSS website and Facebook page.  An effort has been 
made to provide consistent answers to all questions.  
A few of the more frequently asked questions include: 
1. Who can attend certain OSS events?  With the ex-

ception of Members Campout and the Fall En-
campment OSS, events are open to the public.  
The Annual Members Day & Banquet and OJAM 
are designed to encourage membership in the or-
ganization.  So invite your friends! 

2. When is 
OJAM?  Once 
the Board sets 
the date for the 
event it is post-
ed on the web-
site and on the 
Facebook page. 

3. How do I join 
the Society?  

Membership applications can be completed on the 
website.  Once a membership is submitted the indi-
vidual can pay their membership dues by selection 
of the “Shop” tab on the menu.  

As a reminder, the OSS website address is https://
www.okselfbow.com/ .   Please email feedback on the site 
to the Webmaster at treasurer@okselfbow.com.   
 

Leo 

https://www.okselfbow.com/
https://www.okselfbow.com/
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OJAM 
     The Board recognizes that registration at OJAM is frustrating for attendees.  For safety reasons OSS must 
know who is at the event and have emergency contact information.  Our insurance company requires attendees 
to complete the Release & Waiver of Liability and Informed Consent form.  In a effort to improve the registration 
experience while meeting these requirements, attendees can download and bring the completed form to OJAM.  
Simply go to the OSS website and click on the OJAM tab in the menu.  Next click on the Liability Waver image.  
Present the completed form at Registration to expedite the process 
 

 

Tradition Archery 
     Close your eyes and imagine a simple bow. No sights, no gadgets, just a 
sleek design. The bow you’re picturing is likely a traditional bow – timeless, au-
thentic and tons of fun to shoot. It’s time for you to give it a try! 
     You’ve probably seen traditional bows in movies like “The Hunger Games” 
and the “Avengers” series. Hollywood loves traditional equipment because it is 
easily recognizable and has an undeniable aesthetic quality. 
     Traditional bows are beautiful and shooting them is an organic experience 
because there are no gadgets to interrupt the flow of your shooting. While it is 
easier to be accurate with a compound bow, traditional bows offer a lot of fun in 
exchange for immediate accuracy. 
     Traditional archers shoot two primary bow designs – recurves and long-
bows. The bow you choose is largely personal preference. A recurve bow has 
swept tips that curve away from the archer. Recurves typically shoot arrows at 
faster speeds than what straight-limbed longbows can deliver. Longbows lack the recurve’s curved tips, 
but when strung they have a graceful bend and classic design that’s steeped in history.  

 
The above was adapted from the online article “What’s Traditional Archery” by Scott Einsmann, which is available 
at https://www.archery360.com/2017/09/07/whats-traditional-archery/.  

     The cover photo for this edition was submitted by Tommy Leach.  It was taken on one of his 2019 
deer hunts in  north-central Oklahoma.  It seem very appropriate for an edition that featured many arti-
cles reflecting on the 2019 hunting season.  Thanks Tommy!  At the moment we do not have a photo for 
the 2020 Winter edition of the Drawknife.  Please keep that in mind as take photos of your journeys into 
the woods this winter. 

https://www.archery360.com/2017/09/07/whats-traditional-archery/
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The articles and photo in this newsletter are the property of the Oklahoma Selfbow Society and should not be 
reproduce in any form without the written consent of the organization.  All rights reserved. 
 
Should you have questions or would like to submit an article for “The Drawknife” please contact: 
Leo Staples 
331172 E Highway 62 
Harrah, OK 73045 
treasurer@okselfbow.com or (405)206-4805  

 

The Oklahoma Selfbow Society greatly appreciates the support of our Corporate Spon-

sors and encourage members to remember these businesses when you need the types 

of products and services that they provide. 
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